
	

General Luncheon Meeting Minutes                                               

November 3, 2020 

Zoom 

PRE-MEETING 
The pre-meeting Social time began at 12:15 pm.  

Hospitality Co-Chairs Edie Etmekjian and Ayuko Siegel welcomed everyone and introduced the 
Breakout Room Socials, an optional activity held before the General Meeting. By the end of the 
two sessions, over 80 guests participated in the Rooms.  

The two breakout sessions lasted 12 minutes each. Each session had a topic of discussion.  

• Topic One: What are your plans for the first USC football game on November 7/
Homecoming weekend?  

• Topic Two: What are you grateful for this Thanksgiving?  

Approximately 300 people, including 39 student scholars, attended today’s meeting. 
GENERAL MEETING 
The Hospitality Co-Chairs began the meeting with the video introducing the Board of Directors. 

President Hilary Crahan welcomed everyone to today’s meeting. She made a few 
announcements.  

• The 2020-2021 Handbooks have been mailed; members should have received their book 
already, or they will soon. Hilary thanked Sally Edwards, Pat Whitman, and Governance 
Chair Beth Petak-Aaron for their work on the Handbook.  

• Hilary hoped members read the October newsletter, particularly the article featuring the Past 
Presidents. The current and past newsletters are now on the Town and Gown of USC website. 

• In lieu of the Alumnae Coordinating Council’s Holiday Boutique usually held at the 
November Town and Gown luncheon, this year’s is a virtual Boutique. Items were 
showcased in the October newsletter; Hilary encouraged everyone to shop. Proceeds support 
the scholarships of the selling organizations. 

• Hilary thanked webmaster Ian Chestnut for his technical support for today’s meeting, and she 
introduced today’s special guests: Michele Engemann, USC Trustee, Town and Gown 
member, and T&GUSC Court of Recognition member; Amy Ross, USC Trustee and 
T&GUSC member; Rene Pak, Chief of Staff for President Carol Folt; Dr. Erroll Southers, 
Director, USC’s Safe Communities Institute; Steve Yamaguchi, University Counsel, Lecturer 
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at the Gould School of Law, and T&G Honorary Member; Patrick Auerbach, Associate 
Senior VP for Alumni Relations; and Adam Bart, Executive Director, USC Associates. 

• In a recorded video, Benefit Chair Kathi Nicolard spoke about the Benefit, to be held on 
April 13, 2021. The theme is, “Inspiring Hearts and Minds,” particularly suitable for the 
honoree, Town & Gown Past President Ruberta Weaver, who turned 104 last summer. More 
information about the Benefit will be coming soon. 

• Ann Palmer, 2nd VP, Scholarship, introduced today’s featured Student Scholar, Samra 
Vithlani, USC Senior studying Intelligence and Cyber Operations. She has been a T&GUSC 
Scholar since the fall of 2018. Her campus activities include serving as a Student 
Ambassador and Tour Guide and, currently, as a trainer of new ambassadors/guides in the 
USC Admission Center. Her internships have included working with the LA Unified School 
District, the Los Angeles District Attorney, and with Ernst and Young (EY) in their Threat 
Detection and Response Department. She will graduate in May 2021, and she is set to work 
in cyber security for EY’s New York City office. 

• Samra explained more about her unique major that combines technical aspects of cyber 
security with international relations. She told of some of her classes and how they sparked 
her interest in working in cyber crime prevention. She has appreciated the support of 
T&GUSC and the tangible evidence of the Trojan Family. She is grateful for the friendships, 
personal growth, and career preparation she has gained at USC, and she thanked the ladies of 
Town and Gown, particularly for awarding her the Albert W. and Ruth E. McKinley 
Endowed Scholarship.  

• Patti Jamgotchian and Colleen Stroyke, 5th VP, Programs, thanked Samra and welcomed 
everyone to today’s meeting. Patti thanked members, guest, Delta Gamma alumnae, ISPC 
members, and scholars for attending. She invited non-members to visit the Town and Gown 
of USC website for more information about membership. She welcomed members to view 
today’s meeting again in a few days, when a recording will be posted on the website. 

• Colleen Stroyke gave Zoom tips, including how to use the Chat Room to post questions for 
today’s featured speaker, Tracy Walder. 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER 

Patti Jamgotchian welcomed USC President Carol Folt by giving a brief biography. Prior to Dr. 
Folt's appointment as USC President in July 2019, her past leadership positions include President 
at the University of North Carolina and Interim President at Dartmouth College.  

Dr. Folt expressed her pleasure at attending today’s meeting, and her wish that this could be an 
in-person event.  

She expressed appreciation for the work T&GUSC has done for the university. She pointed to the 
scholarships, which transform the lives of students and their families and allow the students to 
focus on their students and feel supported. She also pointed to the recent gift to USC Hospitality 
of almost $16,000 for the purchase of audio-visual equipment. The equipment will enable more 
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virtual events and will be very useful for many groups. She also thanked T&GUSC for making 
the campus more beautiful.  

Dr. Folt spoke to the attendees from her on-campus office, which she visits once or twice a week. 
She spoke about how the campus is preparing to receive students when their return is possible. 
She acknowledged the virtual events being held throughout the Trojan Family, as everyone 
strives to stay connected during the pandemic. The number of out-of-classroom experiences the 
university is putting on every day? Forty-four a day. They are presented by faculty, alumni, and 
many others. She mentioned particularly the Visions and Voices program in which she was 
thrilled to introduce “Luke Skywalker,” aka Mark Hamill.  

She was happy about the start of USC football game, four days away, as a good way to show the 
Trojan spirit, despite the absence of in-person fans and the Trojan Marching Band. She also was 
happy with how ready the campus is to welcome back students; once the university would get the 
okay to open, they could be ready in 2-3 days. On-campus COVID testing shows excellent 
results; i.e., 0 positives in 2800 asymptomatic students, and 1 positive in 98 students who had 
been exposed but showing no symptoms. The goal is to bring back this spring at least one-half of 
the students into the dorms. 

She praised the number of online courses last spring (7,000) and currently (9,000), the academic 
caliber of this fall’s incoming students, and the dedication of the faculty to maximize the learning 
experiences for their students. 

In anticipation of questions the attendees may have asked, her last topic was what will happen 
next spring. The hope is to have 5,000 students in the dorms, with one student per room. The 
priority for in-person experiences would be for seniors and first-year students. Non-resident 
students would be allowed on campus for in-person experiences. She also hopes to have an in-
person graduation for the Class of 2020, and she wants to give the best experience in what ever 
medium to as many students as possible.  

FEATURED SPEAKER 
Patti Jamgotchian introduced today’s Featured Speaker, Tracy Schandler Walder, “USC Sorority 
Girl Turned CIA Officer.” A chance meeting at an on-campus jobs fair table led Tracy to a career 
in intelligence work for the U.S.. Her memoir, The Unexpected Spy: From the CIA to the FBI, 
My Secret Life Taking Down Some of the World’s Most Notorious Terrorists, was released in 
2019. Until last January, she taught high school history for ten years at an all-girls school in 
Dallas, and now is an Adjunct Professor of Criminal Justice at Texas Christian University (TCU). 
She recently became a member of Town and Gown of USC. 

Tracy spoke about the impact USC has had on her life, from her father earning a PhD at USC, to 
her watching USC football games as a three-year-old, to earning her own degree in History. She 
was very involved as an undergrad, becoming a Pepster and joining Delta Gamma sorority. Her 
internships and growing interest in counterterrorism news led to the visit to the CIA table at the 
jobs fair and to submitting her resume as a junior. After graduation, she began her new position 
in counterintelligence at the CIA and moved to Afghanistan. 
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On September 10, 2001, she gained a new security clearance into a secret program. Her work 
intensified as of the next day. She worked long hours, did not go home for the holidays, and 
reported directly to the President. She rotated eventually to a Weapons of Mass Destruction 
group, which focused on “soft” weapons (anthrax and others) and took her all over the world in 
search of potential terrorist attacks. Her face-to-face talks with terrorists revealed to her that 
members of Al-Qaeda were not necessarily motivated by religion or fanaticism, but that some 
joined only because that group met their needs for water, education, medicine, or food. 

A fun fact she interjected: From Afghanistan, she was able to watch USC football games via 
satellite, and her parents helped her outfit bomb-sniffing dogs with USC Trojan dog collars.  

She eventually left the CIA because she tired of the travel and the intense lifestyle. To continue 
her mission of counterterrorism, she joined the FBI as a special agent and trained at the FBI 
Academy in Quantico, VA, with five other women and 34 men. While Tracy found the CIA to be 
a place of gender equality, she found the FBI to be very different. She passed the difficult 
training; however, she felt discredited solely for being, as she called it, “hyper-feminine.” 

She was assigned to work in Chinese counterintelligence in the FBI’s Santa Ana office. She 
found that experience very interesting; however, she felt an increase of gender discrimination. 
She decided to leave the FBI and return to her interest in history. She earned a Master’s degree in 
Education at Chapman University and accepted a teaching position in Irvine and later at an all-
girls school in Dallas. While in Dallas, she realized her current passion: to encourage girls to 
learn about the world and to consider a role in national security. Having more females might 
offer a much-needed perspective and a greater balance of the critical “soft skills,” such as 
listening and empathy. Her new passion led her to teaching a class for ten years on national 
security, foreign policy, and terrorism. She currently teaches criminal justice at TCU.  

She opened the virtual floor to questions. Disguises in your counterintelligence work? It was less 
about disguises, more about respecting the country she was in. Would you encourage young 
women to follow in your footsteps? 100% yes. She would not dissuade, despite the difficulties, 
including discrimination. Advice to young women? Languages, major, classes, etc., are less 
important than cultivating the soft skills of listening and empathy. Being fearless also helps. 
Also, stay true to yourself. Scariest experience? She was fearless then because of her youth. Now 
things that she did seem scarier. Such as being “accidentally” shot at. Parents’ reaction to job? 
Took her mom awhile to adjust, but both parents were accepting and encouraging. Is book/story 
going to be a movie? Yes, they are looking at that now. Tips for staying safe/our biggest threats? 
Biggest threats: 1) Failed states that can’t meet the needs of their people; 2) Economic espionage; 
3) Domestic Terrorism. 
CLOSING BUSINESS	

Patti and Colleen gave a sneak preview of the December General Meeting. It will be on Tuesday, 
December 1, live on Zoom, from Gearys in Beverly Hills. It will include a virtual tour of the 
store, festive table top tips, and how to freshen holiday decor. The email invitation is coming 
soon. 
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Hospitality Chairs Ayuko Siegel and Edie Etmekjian thanked everyone for purchasing raffle 
tickets. The prize was a $500 American Express Gift Certificate and two Timree coffee mugs. 
The winner was #138, Kandi Wopschall. 

The Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patricia P. Johnson  
Town and Gown of USC 
Secretary, 2020-2021
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