
	

                                       

Town and Gown of USC Annual Benefit 

“Inspiring Hearts and Minds” 

April 13, 2021, 12:00 p.m. 

Zoom 

All presentations for today’s events were recorded previously. 

OPENING 
The Spirit of Troy Trojan Marching Band opened the Benefit with a performance of three 
songs, “Conquest,” “Fight On,” and “Tusk.” The musicians were shown in a grid view, 
performing in their homes, dorm rooms, and outside, in small groups or as individuals. 

PROGRAM 

Hilary Crahan welcomed everyone to this day of celebration of the power of volunteering, of 
our commitment to USC, and of Ruberta Harwell Weaver, a role model for all volunteers. She 
expressed thanks to the Benefit Committee and supporters: Linda Givvin, Sandy Johnston, Chris 
Gregg, Ann Palmer, Carol Wright, Sara Pfirrmann, Edie Etmekjian, Carol Fox, and Yvonne 
Bogdanovich. She also thanked Ian Chestnut and his team at IVC Productions, Roxy Kimmel 
Szigat, Kari May, Tina Kreditor, and Michael Marchak — our independent contractors — for 
their support and work for Town and Gown of USC. Last, she gave special thanks to the Benefit 
Chair, Kathi Nicolard, for her vision, execution, and sense of humor in organizing today’s event. 
Town and Gown of USC is fortunate to have had Kathi in the position this year. 

Hilary then introduced USC President, Carol Folt, USC’s 12th President and the first female to 
helm the university. President Folt expressed her joy in being invited to today’s event, and her 
gratitude for everything the members do for the USC community and students. She shared how 
the organization has grown: USC was 24 years old when Town and Gown of USC was founded 
in 1904. Today it has nearly $57 million in its endowment, and it is awarding $1.5 million in 
scholarships this year to 150 students. It has been helpful in keeping the campus beautiful; she 
cited the Town and Gown building as an elegant oasis in the heart of campus. When speaking 
about Ruberta, President Folt said she had been happy to learn about the incredible volunteering 
Ruberta has done over many years. She quoted a couple of letters she had read about Ruberta, 
including a particularly touching one that said “I think all 852 members aspire to become 
Ruberta Weaver.” It is an honor to deserve that much respect and admiration, especially from the 
outstanding women of our organization. President Folt listed many of Ruberta’s volunteer 
activities and leadership positions at USC for the past 4+ decades. Ruberta is still inspiring 
everyone with her wisdom and joy. President Folt’s favorite quote from Ruberta: “One is never 
too old to volunteer.” The President is pleased that Ruberta will continue to inspire generations 
of students through her newly endowed scholarship.  
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Benefit Chair Kathi Nicolard welcomed everyone, and then introduced “The Life and 
Adventures of Ruberta Louise Harwell Weaver,” a slide show created by Sara Pfirrmann. The 
show consisted of music and photos of Ruberta’s 104+ years, including worldwide travels; 
family gatherings; her August 8, 1940, wedding to John Weaver; sons Andrew and Tom; her 
grandchildren and great granddaughter; John’s Presidencies at the University of Missouri and the 
University of Wisconsin; her 90th, 100th, 102nd, 103rd, and 104th birthdays; her many awards 
from the community and from USC; her President’s Award from the USC Alumni Association in 
2018; and many Town and Gown of USC luncheons and events.  

Presentation of Tommy Trojan Award — Kathi Nicolard said she was happy to get to know 
Ruberta better during the preparation of this Benefit, especially as Kathi helped select photos for 
the slide show. Kathi described Ruberta with these adjectives: astute, perceptive, curious, down-
to-earth, moral, reliable, honest, dedicated, principled, disciplined, connected, appreciative, well-
dressed for the occasion, stylish, and loved. Kathi also listed many of Ruberta’s leadership roles, 
all demonstrating Ruberta’s inspiring dedication to service. She thanked Ruberta’s family for 
their help with today’s event. Ruberta’s endowed scholarship will ensure her status as a legend. 
Kathi then presented Ruberta with the Tommy Trojan Award, a beautiful statue of the USC icon. 

Ruberta Weaver gratefully accepted the symbol of the university. She cited herself as a symbol, 
too, of the donors and celebrities who have drawn crowds to previous Benefits, where they heard 
the story of Town and Gown of USC. She is also a symbol of the “worker bees” who have made 
this Benefit a virtual reality. She noted the Benefits were created to ease the financial burdens of 
USC students. The scholarships were not always the size they are today. When she served as 
Scholarship Chairman many years ago, the organization could give scholarships of only $50. She 
was reminded recently it isn’t the money that is important, but the validation of the student that 
creates self awareness and gratitude. While the scholarships are sizable indeed today, we expect 
only that the scholars reside in Southern California, maintain their grades, attend one Town and 
Gown of USC event a year, and be grateful. Gratitude is the one hope of our members. 

She has been a “peripheral” participant of education her whole life, she said. Her parents were 
public school teachers, and her father-in-law and husband were leaders at major universities. As 
a student in a Classic Philosophy class, she learned of Aristotle’s admonition of the importance 
“to know.” She said that is what our students are trying to do: to know dance, physics, and more. 
Yet she noted Einstein’s statement that “knowing isn’t the important thing, but understanding is 
what education is truly about.” And so, even more, our students are trying to understand their 
subjects. She suggested that perhaps someday one of our physics scholars will understand how 
we can get to Venus! She encouraged the scholars present today to “Study On!” and said Town 
and Gown of USC would be right behind them as they seek to know and to understand.  

ENTERTAINMENT 

The following scholars performed for the attendees: 

• Elaine Huang, (piano, Gershwin’s Prelude #1). Senior. Major: Human Biology, Minor: 
Musical Studies 
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• Remy Gilboe (trumpet, the Band’s rendition of Frankenstein). Junior. Major: Trumpet 
Performance, Minor: Jazz Studies 

• Lydia DiBlasio (dance routine, to the song, Geronimo). Sophomore. Major: Computer 
Engineering, Minor: Dance 

• Nico Fife (voice, Anything Goes). Junior. Major: Theater with an Acting Emphasis, 
Minor: Psychology 

• Madison Boezinger (voice, Rise Up). Senior. Major: Business Administration, Minor: 
Music Industry 

• Valerie Narumi (piano, Gershwin’s Prelude #1). Senior. Major: Neuroscience, Minor: 
Musical Studies — Piano Performance 

OPPORTUNITY DRAWINGS 

Edie Etmekjian and Ayuko Siegel, Hospitality Co-Chairs, thanked everyone who donated 
raffle prizes and everyone who purchased tickets. They also thanked today’s assistants who drew 
the winning tickets: Kathi Nicolard, Linda Givvin, Carol Mollett, and Sandy Johnston. 

#1 Stay for two at the Ahwahnee Hotel in Yosemite, dinner, and $2,000 credit. Winner: Jean 
Getchell 
#2 “Inn at the Mission” in San Juan Capistrano — 2-night stay and dinner for 2. Winner: 
Carol Kroesche 
#3 Visit with Traveler and keepsake three-dimensional Folded Book. Winner: Patty Vignolo  

#4 “Trojan Spirit” — 4 Riedel stemless engraved wine glasses, 2 matching engraved 
appetizer plates, French Marble engraved wine cooler, 3 bottles of wine. Winner: Virginia 
Naeve 

#5 Beringer Vineyards Private Tour and Tasting, keepsake three-dimensional Folded Book, 6 
bottles of wine. Winner: Leslie Kurtz 

#6 $1,000 Shopping Spree — Kate Spade Bag, Dooney and Bourke card case, $500 AMEX 
gift card, $250 AMEX gift card, $250 gift card from South Coast Plaza. Winner: Radine 
Sally Oxley 

#7 Golf Enthusiast’s Perfect Day at The Links at Terranea Resort — $400 Terranea Gift 
Card, Cleveland Wedge, 2 boxes of Srixon golf balls, 4 USC shot glasses, bottle of Jose 
Cuervo Tequila. Winner: Wendy Weeks 

#8 “Fight On” Wine and Cheese — Marble Cheese Platter engraved with Tommy Trojan; 
Pulitzer Prize winning book, All the Light We Cannot See, by Anthony Doerr; 2 bottles of 
premium wine. Winner: Carol Mollett 

#9 Pearls of Wisdom — double-strand of pearls, 9-10 millimeters, with sterling silver clasp. 
Winner: Patti Johnson 

#10 Classic Chanel Silk Scarf. Winner: Carla Lowe 
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#11 “For the USC Lover” — three dimensional Folded Book with Triple Hearts, USC 
Embroidered Pillow, 2 bottles of wine. Winner: Gregory Moore 

#12 Photo Session with Town and Gown of USC Official Photographer, Deidre Davidson, 11 
x 14 photo. Winner: Michele Engemann 

#13 “Get Organized by The JAJA Effect” — 5-hour gift certificate for The JAJA Effect 
organizational service for any area of the home. Winner: Carol Kroesche 

#14 “String of Pearls” — 100-inch strand of 7-8 millimeters freshwater pearls. Winner: 
Virginia Naeve 

#15 Gift-Card-Palooza — over $1,000 in gift cards from a variety of retail stores, dining 
establishments, and other businesses. Winner: Carol Kroesche 

#16 “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” — 2 Loge-Level Tickets to a World Champion Los 
Angeles Dodgers baseball game, $50 American Express Gift Card. Winner: Lianne Koeberle 

CLOSE	
The Trojan Men a cappella group entertained the attendees with two songs, “Uptown Girl” and 
“Smooth.” 

There were 190 viewers of the event today, with many more expected to view the recording on 
the Town and Gown of USC website. 

The next regular General Meeting will be on Tuesday, May 4.  

The Benefit ended at 1:00 p.m.	

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patricia P. Johnson 
Town and Gown of USC Secretary, 2020-2022
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