
	

General Meeting Minutes                                               

Town and Gown of USC Annual Meeting 

May 4, 2021, 12:30p.m. 

Zoom 

PRE-MEETING 
The pre-meeting Social time began at 12:15 p.m.  

Edie Etmekjian and Ayuko Siegel, Hospitality Co-Chairs, welcomed the attendees and 
introduced today’s Breakout Room. The session lasted 15 minutes; each breakout room was 
facilitated by a Hospitality Host from the Hospitality Committee.  

• Topic: What did you miss during the past year, and what are your plans when things open 
up? 

There were approximately 170 attendees at today’s meeting, including about a dozen student 
scholars. There were additional people who viewed the meeting on Facebook Live.  
GENERAL MEETING 

The Hospitality Chairs welcomed everyone and then turned the meeting over to President 
Hilary Crahan.  

Hilary opened the last meeting of this academic year at 12:30 p.m. 

She conducted the installation of the new elected and appointed Board of Directors for 
2021-2022 and encouraged the attendees to send Chat Room congratulations to the new Board. 

Through a recorded video, these newly-elected Board Members introduced themselves: Beth 
Petak-Aaron, President-Elect; Kathie Johnson, CFO; Susie Rhodes, 2nd Vice President, 
Scholarship; Marilyn Kezirian, 3rd Vice President, Fund Development; D’Arcy Dietrich 
McLeod, 4th Vice President, Membership; Bonnie Suffridge, 5th Vice President, Programs; 
Carol Fox, Nominating Committee; and Linda Swick, Nominating Committee. The names of the 
2021-2022 Board of Directors will be on the organization’s social media pages and the website. 

Board Member Bonnie Suffridge introduced today’s Special Guests: Amy Ross, Board of 
Trustees and Member of Town and Gown of USC; Steve Yamaguchi, University Counsel, 
Lecturer at the Gould School of Law, and Honorary Member of Town and Gown of USC; and 
Adam Bart, Senior Executive Director, USC Associates. Bonnie then introduced Kathleen 
Campos, CFO/Treasurer of Town and Gown of USC. 

Kathleen shared a slide show that recapped this year’s financial status of Town and Gown of 
USC, including the Administrative, Scholarship, and Benefit Budgets income sources and 
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expenditures. Town and Gown of USC continued to engage its members in this unprecedented 
year and to award scholarships to deserving USC undergraduate and graduate students. She 
highlighted changes in this year’s budgets:  

• Opportunity Tickets. Tickets purchased by members with their General Meetings reservations 
generated over 10% of the Administrative and Scholarship total income. Opportunity Tickets 
purchased with Benefit reservations amounted to over $13,000. 

• Operational Costs. These shifted due to COVID-19. Major changes included an increase in 
media technology and communications expenses, due mainly to the virtual General 
Meetings, Scholarship-related meetings, and business meetings, and an increase in Handbook 
expenses, due to the mailing of all Handbooks this year. The media and technology expenses 
created a large impact on all three Budgets: Administrative, Benefit, and Scholarship. 

• Professional Expenses. The Finance Committee Members were able to negotiate a significant 
discount of the Clifford Swan Management fees. 

• The 2021 Benefit. The financial report was completed before the last Board Meeting, due to 
the successful streamlining efforts of the Benefit Committee, Tina Kreditor, and Kari May. 
The support of the Patrons, Sponsors, Underwriters, and other donors fully funded the new 
Ruberta Harwell Weaver Endowed Scholarship, and an additional $10,000 was transferred to 
the T&GUSC beautification fund. 

Kathleen thanked the diligent and outstanding 2020-2021 Finance Committee: Hilary Crahan, 
Elle Feldman, Marilou Hamill, Ann Palmer, Ayuko Siegel and Laurie Hunter Tiedemann. She 
encouraged today’s attendees to consider joining this committee in the future. 

Kathleen introduced 4th Vice Presidents, Membership, Kathie Johnson and Virginia Naeve. They 
thanked and acknowledged the 302 Life Members of Town and Gown of USC. Their 
memberships have helped the organization to reach its scholarship and campus beautification 
goals. The names were displayed on a series of six slides. Women may join Town and Gown of 
USC as a Life Member, or an Annual Member may change her status at any time to Life 
membership. Requirements are a one-time dues payment of $1,500 or payments of $500 for each 
of three years. As she completes her two-year term, Kathie thanked Virginia for working well 
together. Virginia said they were happy with the number of New Members who joined even 
during this COVID year. She noted the membership renewal forms have gone out, and she 
encouraged members to pay their their dues on the website at their earliest convenience. Virginia 
said she has enjoyed working with Kathie, and she looks forward to working with D’Arcy 
Suffridge, the incoming 4th VP, Membership.  

STUDENT SCHOLAR. Ann Palmer, 2nd Vice President, Scholarship, thanked the Scholarship 
Committee for their outstanding commitment to virtual training and a month of virtual interviews 
in this year of pandemic-related challenges. She welcomed the 2021-2022 2nd VPs, Scholarship, 
Carol Wright and Susie Rhodes. Ann introduced today’s Scholar Speaker, Julianna Montano, a 
sophomore at the Dornsife College of Letters, Arts, and Sciences, double majoring in 
Philosophy, Politics, and Law, and Pharmacology and Drug Development. She is preparing to 
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work as in the pharmacy industry as a legal profession. At USC, she has combined her interests 
in public policy and health care accessibility by founding Cannaclub USC, now known as the 
Society of Cannabis, whose main mission is to educate, encourage innovation, and advocate for 
the emerging cannabis industry. A member of USC’s Pre-Pharmacy Society, she also currently 
interns at Hello Again, an female-owned brand offering medicinal support for women with 
menstruation and menopausal challenges. 

Julianna Montano expressed her gratitude and admiration toward Town and Gown of USC. The 
organization has had an “immense” impact on her college experience. She has met inspiring 
people through T&GUSC and has learned much from the carefully-selected speakers at the 
General Meetings. She has appreciated the support and morale-boost T&GUSC has provided, 
especially during these challenging times. Though she is not on campus, the Zoom chats have 
made her feel close to campus and the Trojan Family. T&GUSC has made it easy to find mentors 
and to meet the donors. She appreciates being surrounded by the eclectic group of women with a 
great history at USC and an investment in USC’s future. She spoke of her involvement with the 
Center for the Political Future and her work with the Society of Cannabis. She thanked Town and 
Gown of USC for helping with her academic goals and her “journey as a Trojan.” 

FEATURED SPEAKERS. Patti Jamgotchian and Colleen Stroyke, 5th Vice Presidents, 
Programs, greeted and welcomed everyone. They expressed gratitude for the support of 
T&GUSC members this year. They thanked Ian Chestnut, our IT consultant and the owner of 
IVC Productions, for his technological expertise, his availability during the meetings, producing 
our videos, and his calming presence. He is the “wizard behind the curtain.” 

Regarding today’s meeting, Patti reminded everyone a recording would be on the T&GUSC 
website in a few days. Patti and Colleen introduced the guest speakers.  

Robert Shrum, Director, USC Dornsife Center for the Political Future, and Carmen H. and 
Louis Warschaw Chair in Practical Politics at Dornsife, and Michael Murphy, Co-Director of 
the Center for Political Future, are political opposites, but they are friends and can engage civilly 
and factually in political discussions.  
Bob, a Democrat, studied at Georgetown and then Harvard Law School. He is an author, award-
winning debater, professor, speech writer, strategist, and campaign adviser. His clients have 
included Edward Kennedy, Joe Biden, John Glenn, and Barbara Mikulski, in their senatorial 
campaigns, and John Kerry and Al Gore in their presidential campaigns. He also has many 
international clients. His memoir, No Excuse: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner, was a 
national bestseller published in 2007. He now teaches several classes at USC on domestic policy, 
applied politics, and elections. He has taught previously at NYU, Yale, and Harvard.  
Mike, a Republican, is a media consultant. He has handled strategy and advertising for more 
than 26 gubernatorial and senatorial campaigns. Fortune Magazine called him a “media master,” 
Newsweek called him the GOP’s “hottest media consultant,” and Congressional Quarterly called 
him the leader of a “new breed” of campaign consultants. He has appeared frequently as a 
political pundit on NBC, CNN, and NPR. He and his fellow campaign veteran, David Axelrod, 
discuss American politics twice a week on their podcast, Hacks on Tap. Mike serves on the 
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boards of the Institute of Politics at the University of Chicago and the National Alliance of Public 
Charter Schools. He also works as a writer and producer in the entertainment industry through 
his company, High Lantern Pictures. He graduated from Georgetown University.  Calling himself 
anti-Trump conservative, he endorsed and voted for Joe Biden for President in 2020.  

Today’s presentation would cover the future of the political landscape, a reflection of Biden’s 
presidency so far, and the future of both political parties. Highlights from their talk: 
From today’s news: House Republican leader, Kevin McCathy, was heard on an open mic talking 
about Liz Cheney. “I’ve had it with her,” he was heard to have said. Bob asked Mike what her 
future and that of the GOP might be. Mike: “I’m proud of her. She is telling the truth.” He 
believes most Republicans agree with her about Trump, but they are afraid of their primary 
voters in their home states. They are being silent. It’s politics. She probably will survive the 
secret ballot. Bob wondered whether she will be reelected in her home state of Wyoming, or lose 
to someone endorsed by Trump for revenge. He admires her integrity: “She won’t agree the 2020 
election was stolen, she won’t let Trump off the hook for January 6; she’s been a ‘profile in 
courage.’” Mike: Liz Cheney is merely repeating what Kevin McCarthy himself has said about 
January 6. 

The 2022 primaries will show how influential Donald Trump still is. Bob: Trump seems to have 
less and less effect. He wondered whether Trump would get to be on Facebook; we’ll know 
tomorrow. 
Bob: the next few years will be a battle for the “soul of the Republican party.” Mike: “I am 
excited about a good civil war in the GOP.” He predicted we would see Trump campaigning for  
various candidates in 2022. It will be interesting to see how much influence he will have on 
congressional races. Bob & Mike: They both spoke about a few specific races. 
Bob: He would like to see the GOP go beyond Trump. It is important for the country to have two 
governing parties. We need a “responsible conservative” party. 
The Biden Administration. Bob: Biden has had a “remarkable” First 100 days. He has been 
borrowing from the mantra of Franklin D. Roosevelt in how he is handling “relief, recovery, 
reform." Relief from COVID. Recovery in the economy. Reform ranging from climate change, to 
infrastructure, to guns, to immigration. The next 100 days will be harder, though he believes 
Biden will get a very large infrastructure bill. 

Mike: Biden’s big heart is true. He likes his demeanor, a welcome change from Trump. He gives 
him a good grade on his serious response to COVID. He is unhappy with the proposed $6 trillion 
in spending. He noted, in today’s dollars, WWII cost $4 trillion. At a time of economic growth 
with record-low interest, spending this much of (proposed) federal money — 25% of the national 
debt — will be very tricky. The 50-50 split in Congress gives Biden an interesting situation. With 
moderate Joe Manchin, (D-West Virginia), Biden essentially has a “Co-President” because of 
Manchin’s potential to vote against the party line. Mike predicts an infrastructure bill, though the 
definition of what is “infrastructure” is a big point of contention. The proposed bill has a lot of 
extras that depend on the definition. Manchin can help pass a $1.2 infrastructure bill that a lot of 
Republicans could support, as long as its a traditional definition of infrastructure. 
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Mike: Biden must have goal to keep the House in 2022. Redistricting may favor the 
Republicans. Biden needs the economy to have a strong comeback. 
Bob: The Democrats are likely to suffer big defeats in 2022. Off-year losses is typical for the 
party in power. If the COVID situation is controlled and the economy is booming, the then 
Democrats have a “chance” of doing well in the mid-terms. Bob believes “infrastructure” 
includes more than roads, bridges, airport terminals, etc. It should include increasing Broadband, 
the importance of which has been demonstrated during the pandemic. Mike agrees with 
Broadband, but disagrees with “research” as part of infrastructure, with paying people to buy 
electric cars, and using infrastructure money to build charging stations. The Republican solution 
to increase desire for electric cars would be to increase the price of gas and to use the related 
taxes to create charging stations. 
Bob: Electric cars are the future, and so it is a good investment to include charging stations in the 
infrastructure bill. Other difficult areas for Biden: increasing the corporate tax from 21-28% (it 
probably will be 25%) and raising the Capital Gain tax effectively to 40% — the proposed rate 
could discourage investment; furthermore, in California, the total tax would be closer to 56%. 
This would be problematic for the Democrats, unless the tax is deductible. The whole issue will 
be complicated for Biden to resolve. Both Bob and Mike discussed taxes, tax deductibility, and 
millionaires in more depth. 

Patti and Colleen relayed questions from the Chat Box to both speakers. The topics include the 
their view on the Georgia voting bill, calling as a genocide the killing of Armenians in the early 
1900s, thoughts on the national debt and more financial considerations. Patti closed by thanking 
Bob and Mike for their comments today and also for demonstrating how it is possible to hold 
civil discussions from differing perspectives. 

CLOSING BUSINESS	
Patti and Colleen thanked each other for the great work they had done on Programs this year. 
Colleen will be working next year with Bonnie Suffridge. The General Meetings/Luncheons will 
be a hybrid of in-person gatherings while also live-streaming for members who wish to attend 
virtually. The two Vice Presidents thanked everyone for purchasing opportunity tickets through 
the year. They also thanked Hospitality Chairs Ayuko Siegel and Edie Etmekjian. Ayuko and 
Edie thanked each other and the Hospitality Committee for their work this year. The two Chairs 
introduced the 2021-2022 Hospitality Chairs, Kate Farlow and Janyce Teasley.  

The Chairs also thanked everyone for purchasing opportunity tickets. Today’s prizes were 1) Gift 
Basket with $250 VISA gift card and USC Timree pillow, donated by Town and Gown of USC 
(winner: Elaine Rosen), and 2) “Americana” Gift Basket, donated by Kathleen Campos (winner: 
Marra Boada, a member of the Hospitality Committee). 

Last, Patti and Colleen thanked President Hilary Crahan, who made Town and Gown of USC the 
“Happiest Place on Earth” this year with her always-joyful presence.  
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In a beautiful video Hilary thanked the members of Town and Gown of USC for their loyalty, 
donations, and participation this year. She also thanked and praised the 2020-2021 Board of 
Directors and Past Presidents. 

The first General Meeting of 2021-2022 will be on Tuesday, October 5, at the USC Hotel 
Ballroom.  

The Meeting was adjourned at 1:43 p.m.	

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patricia P. Johnson 
Town and Gown of USC Secretary, 2020-2022
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