
 

 

                                  General Meeting/Luncheon Summary 

                                                December 3, 2020  
Paula began our Holiday Luncheon by welcoming our USC partners, associates, board directors, 
and past presidents. She acknowledged special guests, USC trustees, and alumni associates. 
Paula began the luncheon by asking all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. She acknowledged 
Steve Yamaguchi-University Council, Patrick Auerbach- Associate Senior Vice President for 
Alumni Relations, Adam Bart-Senior Executive Director of Associates, Ron Orr- Senior 
Associate Athletic Director, Dr. Bartner, USC Band Director, Dr. Jo Michael Scheibe, Thornton 
School of Music, and other special guests. She thanked them all for coming. 

She thanked all the members that arrived early this morning for the wonderful job they did in 
decorating all the tables. The room, as always, was a feast for the eyes and conveyed a beautiful 
and festive display of holiday cheer! 

Paula also thanked Rona Gewelber for coordinating all the tables and arrangements with Kari 
May. 

Lunch consisted of salad greens, brussels sprouts and pomegranate dressing. The entrée was beef 
filet and scalloped potatoes. Desert was a chocolate mousse parfait. 

Today is giving Tuesday. Paula called our attention to it being a heartfelt day. Through our own 
mission of providing scholarships we have awarded $1,600,000 to 157 students this year. Paula 
encouraged us all to donate and help make it 158 scholarships this year. She talked about the 
many ways one can donate.  Directly outside in the courtyard tables were set up with information 
on Benefit opportunities such as: sponsorships, ads, underwriting opportunities, as well as 
Dollars for Scholars, and giving trees. The Town and Gown of USC website is an easy way to 
make a donation. Paula also expressed wanting to do some kind of evening event again this year. 
More information to come. 

Paula expressed her gratitude and thanks to Christine Ofiesh, who hosted the music event at 
today’s Holiday Luncheon. Christine introduced the USC Thornton Chamber Singers with Dr. 
Jo-Michael Scheibe, Conductor; Micah Bland, Assistant Conductor; and John-Micah Braswell, 
Accompanist.  

Dr. Jo-Michael Scheibe chairs the Thornton School of Music’s department of Choral and Sacred 
Music. This is his eleventh year. Under his leadership, the USC Thornton Chamber Singers 
received the 2015 American Prize in Choral Music, performed for the 2015 American Choral 
Directors Association (ACDA) National Conference Convention in Salt Lake City (his seventh 



appearance at that event), and were one of twenty-five choirs selected to perform at the Tenth 
World Choral Symposium in Seoul, South Korea in 2014. 

Dr. Scheibe received his DMA from the University of Southern California (1985) and his BA 
and MM degrees from California State University at Long Beach, where he was presented with 
the distinguished alumnus award. 

An active member of the American Choral Director’s Association (ACDA), he has served as 
National President, Chair of the Past President’s Council, National President Elect, Western 
Division President, and National Repertoire and Standards Chairperson for Community Colleges. 
 
This May the USC Thornton Chamber Singers will do a fifteen-day tour to Thailand and Taiwan. 
They are in demand nationally and internationally. They have performed in China, South Korea, 
New Zealand and the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. Dr Scheibe is in frequent 
demand as a clinician, conductor, and adjudicator for choruses at all levels.  

Dr. Scheibe acknowledged Dr. Bartner, Band Director, and saluted him for his 50 years of 
service. 
 
Dr. Scheibe wished everyone a most wonderful time with family and friends. and reminded 
everyone of the beauty of this season. He thanked everyone for coming and wished all a healthy 
and Happy New Year. 
 
Town and Gown members joined in a Sing-A-Long to: ‘It’s the most Wonderful Time of Year’ 
and ‘It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas.’ 
The program closed with a solo performance of ‘Mary Had a Baby’- Arr. Courtney 
 


