
 

 

                                  General Meeting/Luncheon Summary 

                                                January 14, 2020  
Paula welcomed everyone to our first meeting of 2020 and began by having all stand for the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  She acknowledged Steve Yamaguchi-University Council, Adam Bart-
Senior Executive Director of Associates, and Ron Orr- Senior Associate Athletic Director. She 
mentioned that today is a special luncheon in which we honor all our ACC Chairmen and 
Presidents. She asked them to stand and thanked them all for coming.  They were directed to go   
to the piano after lunch to have a photo taken. 

Thank you to Rhona Gewelber for the beautiful centerpieces of Maiden Hair Fern. Anyone 
wishing to take one home was advised to put $10.00 in the designated envelope on their table. 

Paula gave a quick shout out to USC’s own Dr. Errol Southers (celebrity in our midst) as one of 
three experts on a Bravo TV series called Spy Games. It can be seen Monday, January 20th at 
10:00 PM 

Sandy Johnston introduced our newest members and invited them to attend the upcoming Town 
and Gown Benefit. Kathie Johnson reminded the new members to have their photo taken at the 
piano immediately after lunch. Business cards were available on all the tables for anyone 
interested in becoming a Town and Gown member. 

Patti Johnson reminded everyone of the Benefit on March 5, 2020 at the Intercontinental 
Downtown Los Angeles Hotel. Invitations have been mailed. Sponsors for tables, ads, as well as 
underwriting opportunities are all welcomed as available ways to donate to the Benefit. Any 
support is appreciated. The hotel is offering discounted rooms for those wishing to spend a night. 
Mark Brown from ABC-TV Eyewitness news is this year’s honoree. More information can be 
seen on the Town and Gown website.   

Hospitality needs people to help out with check in, directions, and as greeters on the day of the 
Benefit. Contact Edie Etmekjian or Ayuko Siegel 

Next month on February 4, 2020 we will be honoring our Town and Gown Scholars and Donors.  
Dr. Bartner, Director of the “Spirit of Troy” Trojan Marching Band will be our guest speaker. 
Looking forward to the April 7, 2020 luncheon we will have speakers:  Eric Kezirian MD, MPH 
on sleep deprivation and Valter Longo, PhD on aging and longevity. 

Paula is working on having another panel series evening event. She will send out an e-mail 
sometime around the end of February or March with more information. 



Paula introduced today’s scholar speaker, Jong Su Kim. He is concurrently majoring in 
International Relations and pursuing a Master’s degree in Human Security and Geo Spatial 
Intelligence. He is also an air force ROTC cadet. As a research assistant in the Human Security 
and Geo Spatial Intelligence lab he co-authored an article published last year on legalizing 
course resolutions satellite imagery for human rights monitoring.  He spent the last summer 
interning in Washington, DC at the state departments humanitarian information unit and he 
finished his fall semester interning at the bureau of conflict and stabilization. He will be 
commissioned to the air force in May of 2020.  

Jong Su Kim began by saying what an honor it is to speak in front of all of us, and that after four 
years of attending Town and Gown luncheons he never expected to see himself up at the podium. 
He told us it seemed like only yesterday that he was an awe-struck sophomore sitting at a fancy 
table at a luncheon, trying to figure out what fork to use for his salad.  

He would listen to the impressive achievements of the student speaking at the podium while 
thinking of the chasm of experience that separated him from that student. He believed there was 
no way he would ever be asked to speak about his experiences, or that he would ever have added 
a masters degree onto his major, or spend 6 months interning at the state department in DC. Yet 
he did, and here he is honored to be standing before us at the podium today. 

He has heard other students acknowledge that the opportunities afforded them were “all thanks to 
Town and Gown”.  He heard that line a lot and thought what could one scholarship possibly do?  
As it turned out that one scholarship did a lot! 

Through USC’s Progressive Degree Program, which added one more year to his studies, he was 
able to work on a Master’s Degree in Geo Spatial Intelligence and complete his undergrad 
requirements at the same time. Most of his other scholarships had expired last year but not Town 
and Gown. He told us that Town and Gown had committed to investing in him and would not 
stop supporting him until he finished his degree.  He feels without that support he would not 
have been able to pursue his Master’s Degree or have been able to intern at the state department.  
So, it really is all thanks to Town and Gown! 

Quoting Robert F. Kennedy, Kim said, “Few will have the greatness to defend history itself, but 
each of us can work to change a small portion of events and in the total of all those acts will be 
written the history of this generation.”  

Jong Su Kim said he thinks about those words a lot, and as he gets closer to graduation and his 
commission, he likes to think of his upcoming military service as a part of that essential work of 
changing a small portion of events. 

Kim ended by saying, “Thanks to all for your generosity, friendship, and support over the years. 
I am who I am because of it. Thanks for inviting me to speak and as I become an intelligence 
officer in the air force, I’ll do my best to make you proud.” 

 

 



Chris Griffith introduced our luncheon speaker Kristen von KleinSmid. 

Today, we will be hearing from a true hero who will take us behind the scenes for a glimpse of 
what actually transpires in the FBI world.  She will share real accounts of how she and her team 
worked diligently to uphold their mission of protecting the American people and our country. 

She is a retired FBI Supervisory Special Agent who oversaw and lead teams of Special Agents in 
investigations, which included high profile terrorist attacks and counterterrorism matters.  A 
short list of other areas of oversight were Weapons of Mass Destruction, Critical Incident 
Response, Evidence Response, Rapid Deployment and the FBI Police Department.   

When reflecting back on her years with the FBI, our speaker shared that what she loved most 
about her work was that it was never boring, her actions were meaningful and often had a 
positive impact on the lives of others.  

On a personal note ... our speaker is a USC Alum, having earned her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Industrial and Systems Engineering here in 1987.  She went on to complete her Master’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice from Boston University. 

She currently spends her time doing low-risk activities such as boating, fostering Labrador 
Retrievers, serving on the Corporation Board for her Sorority, and working on a book about the 
Boston Marathon Bombing Investigation. 

Please join me in welcoming to the podium,  

Kristen von KleinSmid 

Kristen shared an account of the Boston Marathon Bombing along with a slide presentation of a 
behind the scenes view of the bombing. 

She began by saying it was a quiet day. It had been a rough and very cold winter and this day 
was very nice and sunny, the first day above 50. There were no threat readings anywhere. People 
were at their command posts including bomb techs. She went back to her office and had no idea 
any incident would occur. Everything was covered. She and everyone in the office were at a 
meeting and about to finish up when someone whispered in her ear, “two bombs just exploded at 
the Boston Marathon finish line” 

Kristen said her stomach dropped and she went into fight or flight mode. It was April 15, 2013. 
The first bomb exploded at 2:49PM and the second at 2:50PM. At first, when the runners went 
by, they thought it was pyrotechnics, not a bomb and the race continued.  

As the FBI looks at debris, they don’t know what is evidence or not, or if there are other bombs. 
The bomb techs go in and cut open back packs. 

Lots of heroes among the bystanders used belts and shirts as tourniquets to help the injured. 
There were 3 deaths, and severe injuries. Last year’s Marathon was really hot and a lot of people 
got sick, had heatstroke etc. The hospitals were not prepared for the influx of so many ill people. 
This year they were more prepared. There were no planned surgeries scheduled, staff was 
doubled, none of the OR’s were filled. There were 6 trauma centers open within 2 miles of the 
bombing. All of these factors were reasons why so many people survived. 



Kristen’s team found unique purple pieces and recovered 2 backpack bombs that didn’t detonate. 
They got video from surrounding businesses which gave them good video surveillance. They 
worked around the clock and had 150 analysts looking at data and any anomalies. They found 
backpacks that matched fragments they had recovered from the site. They had 125,000 still 
images and over 12,000 videos within the first day after the bombing.  

Kristen didn’t use their names as she doesn’t want to give them credit for what they did. She 
called them white hat and black hat.  The FBI had a video of when the bomb went off and 
everyone in the picture had turned their heads except for a guy in a white baseball cap. They now 
looked for pictures of a guy in a white baseball cap. They came across a picture of him walking 
with another guy, (his younger brother) in a black baseball cap. They were both carrying 
backpacks. 

They didn’t know their names so the FBI asked for the publics help. In 72 hours, they received 
10,000 tips on the phoneline, 250 million to the FBI website, and 10,000 videos. It would just be 
a matter of time before they found him.  

There had been a shoot-out in Watertown. Black hat started charging a police officer and ended 
up taking a number of rounds while white hat gets in a car, backs up, and runs over his brother 
who is now dead. White hat vacates the car and ends up hiding in a boat. A guy goes out to 
check his boat, notices blood on the boat, and calls police. 300 rounds go into the boat. The FBI 
calls white hat out. He is now in prison and has been given the death penalty. He is appealing his 
sentence.  

The purple plastic fragments were from the pressure cooker which is what the bombs were made 
out of. The FBI found fireworks the bombers used as explosives and a remote-control device in 
the backpack. Kristen told us it was amazing to work there. 

She went back to headquarters and on to the next job. She had a police unit under her and did 
physical security detail for the attorney general, upgraded the FBI Canine program, and did 
active shooter training. She worked with the crisis management squad and ended up getting 
involved in victim assistance which she found very rewarding.  

Q & A followed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


