
                                              GENERAL MEETING LUNCHEON MINUTES 

                                                            FEBRUARY 4, 2020 

 

Paula began today’s luncheon, which honors the Scholars and Donors of Town and Gown of 
USC, by asking all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. She welcomed the scholars, their 
parents and donors. She also welcomed and acknowledged Patrick Auerbach, associate senior 
VP of alumni relations, Steve Yamaguchi, USC general council, Adam Bart, senior executive 
director of associates, and Athletic Director, Mike Bohn as well as our many campus partners, 
trustees, associates, Alumni associates, deans and todays speaker, Dr. Art Bartner. 

Paula asked all donors to stand and be recognized. She told everyone that it is because of the 
generosity of these donors that the students here today are able to reap the benefits of attending 
this University and being part of the Trojan family.  

Paula also thanked the parents for being here today and asked them to stand and be recognized. 

Paula mentioned that these luncheons don’t come together all that easy and it takes a village to 
put it all together. She expressed a special thanks to: program chairs, Chris Griffith and Patti 
Jamgotchian, hospitality chairs, Edie Etmekjian and Ayuko Siegal, scholarship VPs, Sara 
Pfirrmann and Ann Palmer, and scholarship advisor Debra Bradley. She also thanked Kari May 
for coordinating all the reservations and table assignments. 

Sandy Johnson, vice president of membership, announced new members and reminded all to get 
their new member photo taken. Anyone who wants information can see Sandy. Cards with 
website information are available on the tables. Anyone wanting more information is always 
welcome at the membership orientations. 

Patti Johnson welcomed all the parents, scholars, and donors.  Patti invited everyone to please 
come and join us at our Annual Fundraiser and Benefit on Thursday March 5, 2020 at the Inter-
Continental Hotel Los Angeles. She encouraged all to participate by attending, becoming a 
sponsor, or honoring a student with an ad. There are many ways to donate to this Fundraiser. 
Any support will be greatly appreciated. 

Sara Pfirrmann welcomed the scholars, parents, honored guests, and Dr. Bartner. She also 
thanked the parents, guests, and donors of the graduating scholars. 

She thanked the scholarship committee who have spent many hours attending training, reading 
applications, and doing interviews. Town and Gown of USC is happy to be sponsoring 158 
scholarships this year. 

Today we are celebrating our scholars who will be graduating this May. These scholars will be 
awarded their graduation sashes embroidered with the University Seal which also highlights the 
wearer as an USC Town and Gown scholar.  



The scholars proceeded to the podium where each scholar introduced themselves, gave their 
name, their major/minor, a brief statement of their future plans, and gave thanks to their donors 
and to Town and Gown for all the support and generosity. 

Lunch was served. The menu consisted of fruit salad with heirloom tomatoes, watermelon, 
arugula with a herb citrus dressing, green beans and shallots, filet of beef, butternut squash puree 
and a green peppercorn red wine sauce. Dessert was a pistachio mousse made of custard gelato 
swirled together with chocolate and topped with praline pistachios. 

Chris Griffith introduced Dr Art Bartner by saying, “we are honored to have a legend among us.” 
Over the course of 50 years, he has directed and transformed the USC Trojan Marching Band 
into one of the most acclaimed collegiate bands globally, and an iconic pillar of the University of 
Southern California.  

The band’s distinctive “drive-it” style of marching and the use of modern hits into its repertoire 
ranks them as one of the highly innovative and in-demand college bands in the country, with 
hundreds of performances a year.  During our speaker’s tenure, the band became known as “The 
Spirit of Troy” for its support of USC Athletics.  It was named the best band in college football 
twice by USA Today. 

In addition to playing at every home and away game since 1987, the USC Trojan Marching Band 
has performed on the Academy Awards, Grammy’s, Super Bowl, Olympics, in front of five US 
Presidents, and in 19 countries.  They have two platinum albums for their work with Fleetwood 
Mac and have been featured in over 125 movies and television shows; hence, earning the 
nickname “Hollywood’s Band.”  

Dr, Bartner has been honored repeatedly for his dedication to USC.  In 2012 he was inducted 
into the USC Athletic Hall of Fame. Last year the band’s new facility was named in his honor 
and the USC football team established in his name a “Trojan Commitment Award” which is 
given annually to the player who demonstrates the most dedication. 

When asked recently what he sees as his legacy, Dr. Bartner’s answer was, “his students”.  He 
was also quoted as saying, “Everything I did was for the kids, to give them the life skills they 
needed.  That’s my legacy.” 

Dr Bartner dedicated his speech to the student scholars. He spoke about the 50 years of his 
wonderful journey and shared his 7 tips to success. 

In his 20’s it was about Tip # 1 finding your passion and getting busy. As a trumpet player, he 
already knew he wanted to do something in music. He was continuing his education, always 
working on a degree, and had established a goal to become a band director. To achieve that goal, 
he would need a doctorate.  Busy people are successful people. The busier you are and the better 
you manage your time, the more successful you’re going to be.  



In his 30’s he gets married. This is the time to lock into a career. This is the time you should 
know what you want to do for the rest of your life. He wanted to be a college band director. He 
was very fortunate and found his first job at USC.  He quickly found out no one had wanted the 
job due to no support from the school and very low budget. There was $5000 for the Band, 
$5000 for the Song Girls, and $10,000 for the Horse. This dream job turned into a nightmare.  
You have to Tip # 2 believe in yourself. If you don’t think you can solve the problem and 
change the culture you will fail. He felt he could do this.  

Tip # 3 Seek out mentors and those that can help.  A defensive line coach took Bartner under 
his wing and told him what this band should be like and what it means to become a Trojan. He 
helped to create a relationship between the band and the team. A PR director for Paramount 
Studios introduced Hollywood to Dr. Bartner. The band started playing for celebrities and for the 
Academy Awards.  Another mentor introduced Dr. Bartner to Trojan Family fundraisers. They 
had a big event at the ARCO Plaza, invited the Trojan Family, and raised thousands of dollars 
for the band to go to Notre Dame. The VP of entertainment at Disneyland hired Dr. Bartner as 
Director of the All-American College Band. Art worked for him for 28 summers and ended up 
doing all kinds of events for him. These were all good mentors that helped to influence Dr, 
Bartner’s career. Seek out the mentors that can help you. Seek out the experts in your field that 
can help you improve and be successful.   

In his 40’s it was time to be successful and make a name for yourself. Dr. Bartner was promoted 
to position of Professor, which to him meant being the best in your field. He had to go out and 
prove he was the best band director in the country. Tip # 4 Be ambitious.  If you want something 
bad enough you have to go get it. Be relentless and determined. During this time the Marching 
Band also recorded with Fleetwood Mac and became International rock stars overnight.  

During his 50’s, Dr. Bartner felt it was a time to expand and find new interests to avoid burnout.  
His interest was travel and the band started to travel with him.  The band has traveled to six 
continents and expos where they represented the USA on the 4th of July. Bartner told us he has 
developed an affinity for the visual arts and impressionism and would like to paint when he 
retires.  Tip # 5 Continue to Grow; never stop learning. Don’t stop growing as a person. 

In his 60’s Dr. Bartner saw all the networking that he had done pay off. For the band, they did 
Fleetwood Mac a second time, a quadruple platinum album. They were at the Grammys with 
Radio Head. They had done Super Bowls, won a Grammy, won an Academy Award, appeared in 
12 movies, did many TV shows etc.  Tip # 6 Networking is a way of life.  You need networking 
and the relationships to be successful at almost anything. 

Tip # 7 Be grateful This is not a one man show. He thanked his teaching assistants, office staff, 
assistant directors.  He thanks the band kids for they are the blood sweat and tears of this 
University. He expressed his gratitude to the Trojan family. Without them, there would be no 
scholarships or traveling back to Notre Dame. He thanked the University of Southern California 



for giving him the freedom to do what he needed to do in order to build the band program into 
something we could all be proud of.  

There will be a retirement party for Dr. Bartner on May 2, 2020 at Cromwell Field. 

Dr. Bartner will be signing Trojan Marching Band albums, that are for sale in the courtyard, 
today after this meeting.  

Today’s raffle is a beautiful hand painted stool and a $500 American Express gift card. Dr. 
Bartner read the winning raffle ticket number, 2009419. 

 

 

 

 


