
 
 

 
 

General Meeting Minutes 
December 6, 2022, 12:00 p.m. 

In-Person: Town and Gown Courtyard and Ballroom; ONLINE: Livestream 
 

PRE-MEETING SOCIALIZING:  Check-in and socializing in the Town and Gown Courtyard. 
Thanks to Mary Hall and Janyce Teasley, Hospitality Co-Chairs, for organizing the smooth 
check-in.   
Roving Reporter capturing decorated tables started at 11:30 a.m.  General Meeting/ Live-
streaming of the meeting began at 12:00 p.m.  
 
Beth Petak-Aaron, President and CEO of Town and Gown of USC welcomed everyone to our 
annual holiday luncheon and thanked Thornton School Quartet for their beautiful performance.   
We are all here to celebrate the season while supporting our organization.   Flag Solute by 
Debbie Wong.  
 
Bonnie Suffridge, VP of Programs asked the Past Presidents and the Board of Directors to 
stand and be recognized.  She then welcomed USC administrators, faculty and staff representing 
various departments and schools across the university in attendance.   
 
Carol Kroesche, the Benefit Chair, is excited about the Cardinal and Gold celebration honoring 
Dexter Holland on April 4th, our annual Benefit.  She made plea for donations for Opportunity 
drawing.  Patron Drive kicked off last week.   
 
Susie Rhodes, the 2nd VP of Scholarship, thanked Michael Marchak for being the liaison to the 
Scholarship Committee for the past 10 years and  presented him with a gift. 
She then introduced the Scholar Speaker, John Grayson.    
 
John Grayson is a senior majoring in Communication and Minoring in Cinematic Arts and 
getting is Master’s degree in Marketing and Storytelling.  He has been a Town and Gown of 
USC Scholar for the past three years.  His complete speech can be found on the Town and Gown 
of USC Website. 
 
Beth Petak-Aaron introduced President Carol Folt.   
 
Dr. Carol Folt said we see around campus renewed sense of vigor, joy and hope while also 
thinking about what is yet ahead.  She mentioned what the University cares about:  Fellowship 
and Harmony.  Town and Gown of USC is just that.  This is a time of gratitude.  Town and 
Gown of USC is the oldest women philanthropic organization at USC started in 1904.  They care 



about the Scholars, the University, faculty, and staff.  There are five traits we think about: 
caregiver, selfless service, generosity, done with real purpose and mentoring.  In 1935 T&G of 
USC had the foresight to create that space, a sense of home at the T&G building.  There are 
beautifications all around campus which create warmth and sense of belonging and purpose for 
everyone.  T&G of USC’s first endowed scholarship was established more than 60 years ago.  
Since then, more than 5000 scholarships have been given.  This year T&G of USC awarded 
$2million to 172 Scholars.  During this festive season she thinks about creating chain links going 
back in time and going forward.  Holiday spirit of building interlocking chain that brings all 
generations and people from different backgrounds together, all creating another link, an 
unbreakable chain.  She thanked us for the legacy of giving and generosity.  
 
Bonnie Suffridge and Debbie Wong promoted the January 10th general meeting.  Opportunity 
Drawing winners were selected by Janyce Teasley & Mary Hall, Hospitality Co-Chairs.   
 
Beth Petak-Aaron thanked the Thornton Music Quartet, Roaming Carolers and everyone for 
joining Annual Holiday Luncheon and the Meeting was adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Ayuko Siegel 
Secretary, Town and Gown of USC 
      
  


