
 
 

 
 

General Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2023, 12:00 p.m. 

In-Person: Town and Gown Ballroom; ONLINE: Livestream 
 

PRE-MEETING SOCIALIZING:  Check-in and socializing in the Town and Gown Ballroom 
due to rain. Thanks to Mary Hall and Janyce Teasley, Hospitality Co-Chairs, for organizing the 
smooth check-in.   
 
Beth Petak-Aaron, President and CEO of Town and Gown of USC welcomed and thanked 
everyone for tolerating the weather and braving the rain to attend the Meeting and supporting our 
organization.   Flag Solute by Debbie Wong.  
 
Lunch was served. 
 
Debbie Wong, VP of Programs asked the Past Presidents, Board of Directors, Town and 
Gown (T&G) of USC Scholars to stand up and be recognized. 
 
Bonnie Suffridge, VP of Programs welcomed USC administrators, faculty and staff representing 
various departments and schools across the university in attendance.   She introduced the 
supporters in the audience:   

1. Rachel Beal, Executive Director of Advancement, Rossier School of Education 
2. Dain Blanton, Head Coach for Women’s Beach Volleyball, USC Athletics 
3. Karla Campos, Associate Director, USC Hospitality 
4. Mona Cravens, Director, Student Affairs and Student Publications 
5. Lori Okimura, Vice President, World ParaVolley 
6. Jake Vogel, Director, USC Trojan Marching Band 
7. Gina Weitzel, Associate Vice President, Health Sciences Advancement, Keck School of 

Medicine 

 
She then recognized the ACC (Alumni Coordinating Council) leadership from past and 
present. She introduced those in attendance and asked them to stand while Beth Petak-Aaron 
presented them with a gift.   

1. Robert Campos 
2. Jennifer de Nicola 
3. Sally Edwards 
4. Vivian Gumbiner 



5. Patricia Hawkins 
6. Patti Johnson 
7. Sandy Johnston 
8. Helaine Lopes 
9. Sue McKeever 
10. D’Arcy McLeod 
11. Stephanie Paggi 
12. Ann Palmer 
13. Beth Petak-Aaron 
14. Carol Sever 
15. Valerie Gumbiner Weiss 

 
 
Carol Kroesche, the Benefit Chair, is excited to return to Beverly Hills Hotel on April 4th to 
honor Dexter Holland, the triple Trojan and the founding member of the punk rock band, The 
Offspring.  
This year we are featuring Trojan Marching Band and School of Dramatic Arts. 
This is the biggest fundraiser of the year.  There are many ways to participate.  The patron drive 
has already started.  They are taking volunteers for greeters and for hospitality. 
Sponsorship underwriting campaign and Ad campaign are getting ready to kick off soon. 
They are putting together amazing Opportunity Drawing (OD) packages and are still looking for 
airline miles and hotels.   There is one change this year with regards to purchasing OD tickets.   
OD tickets can no longer be purchased online due to California Law.  The tickets are for sale in 
person at the February and March luncheon.  There will also be OD tickets order forms on the 
Town and Gown of USC website which can be downloaded and mailed in.  
 
Kate Farlow and Jill Stuart, Physical Facilities/ Historian Committee, continued with the 
history of Town and Gown of USC. 
From 1964 to 1966 Mrs. O.C. Welbourn served as President. Nancy Welbourn was a tiny, 
gracious lady who had to have a special platform built so she could reach the microphone to 
preside during meetings. During her term of office, Town and Gown of USC raised money for 
the Carillon at the new von KleinSmid Center for International Studies and Public Affairs 
building. This was a gift to honor Elisabeth (our First President of Town and Gown of USC) and 
President von KleinSmid.   When the Carillion chimes each day, long standing members of 
Town and Gown considered it a special reminder of Mrs. Welbourn.   Recently this building was 
renamed Dr. Joseph Medicine Crow Center for International and Public Affairs.  
 
Mrs. Raymond H. Finger, Lois, served as our President from 1966 to 1968.   Helen Dedeaux, 
Co-Chair of the Ways and Means Committee during Lois Finger’s term of office, remembers her 
as an energetic person who served with distinction and devotion.   During Lois’ term of 
Presidency, a fashion show benefit was held in the home of Edith Head to raise funds for 
equipment and for the restoration of the Town and Gown Building.   In October 1966, the 
Carillion was formally dedicated, and was another example of Town and Gown’s support for the 
University and became an ongoing symbol.  Scholarships also continued to be an important part 
of the program. 



  
D'Arcy McLeod and Colleen Stroyke, the 4th VPs of Membership, announced that as of 7/1/22 
we have 39 new members.  Currently, there are 458 Annual Members and 334 Life Members 
totaling 792 members.  Wouldn’t it be great to report 800 members next month? 
Every table has T&G of USC brochures as well as membership business cards with QR code for 
anyone who would like more information about T&G of USC or would like to join. 
 
Susie Rhodes, the 2nd VP of Scholarship, introduced the Scholar Speaker, Maya Grinstein.    
 
Maya Grinstein is a junior studying screenwriting and minoring in legal studies. As an active 
member of the Jewish and Israeli community, she has worked as Vice President of USC’s Hillel 
and the director of Israel affairs.  This year, she was able to bring together her work in the Jewish 
community and the cinematic arts to found and lead Cinegogue, USC’s premier Jewish Cinema 
Organization.  Maya expressed her gratitude towards Town and Gown of USC for the 
outstanding network it provided her and the support and freedom to find ways to bring her 
passion for film and Judaism together 
 
Bonnie Suffridge introduced the keynote speaker, Coach Dain Blanton who is in his fourth 
season as head coach of the USC beach volleyball program.   He was the United States’ first 
two-time male beach volleyball Olympian capturing the gold medal at the 2000 Sydney Games. 
  
Coach Blanton gave a very entertaining talk on his journey to an Olympic Gold Medal as well 
as his coaching philosophy.   He mentioned that coaching is his passion.   He works to help his 
student athletes reach their potential, push the limit, work together and build a team culture to 
take ownership.  
 
He then introduced two of his players, Audrey and Nicole Nourse, who gave insight about 
being a scholar athlete.  They also spoke about Coach Blanton’s work ethics and culture he 
instilled in the USC Women’s Beach Volleyball Team.   
 
Their complete speeches can be found on the T&G of USC website. 
 
Bonnie Suffridge and Debbie Wong promoted the February 7th general meeting.  Opportunity 
Drawing winners were selected by Coach Blanton, orchestrated by Janyce Teasley & Mary 
Hall, Hospitality Co-Chairs.   
 
Beth Petak-Aaron thanked everyone for joining the meeting and luncheon today and the 
meeting was adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Ayuko Siegel 
Secretary, Town and Gown of USC 
      
  


