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President’s Message: 
 

Dear Town and Gown of USC Members, 
 
It is a privilege to highlight our Past Presidents, members of our honorary Presidents’ Circle, 
with short biographies below. A sincere thank you to our Town and Gown of USC Past 
Presidents for writing and submitting these.   
 

I am certain you will find these as inspiring to read, as I have. 
 

Fight On! 
 
 
 

Jane Bensussen 2014-2016 
Jane sends greetings from Columbia, Missouri where she has lived for the past three years.  She misses everyone in Town and 
Gown but is the full time caregiver for her 104 year-young mother!   
 
Jane, a “town” member, was Town and Gown president 2014-16. Those were very uplifting years as we celebrated our 110th 
anniversary and our Legacy Campaign.  She will never forget the wonderful memories we shared. 
 
Jane received her USC master’s degree in 1969 and enjoyed a career in hospital administration. Jane and husband Gale have 
been avid Trojans since marrying in 1968.  They have endowed scholarships and supported research in Town and Gown, USC 
Schools of Pharmacy and Gerontology and Chapman University.  USC honored Jane with the USCAA President’s Award and 
Gale and Jane with the USCAA Alumni Service Award and Skull & Dagger Society’s Arnold Eddy Award.  
 
It has been Jane’s honor to be an active volunteer in many women’s groups including president of Trojan Guild of LA, chair 
of USC Women’s Conference and board member of Trojan League of LA.  The Bensussens are members of the Committee in 
USC Athletics, the Widney Society and USC Associates.   
 
Son Lane and daughter Adrienne and their families live in Los Angeles. Jane and Gale live in Santa Monica and Balboa Island 
– plenty of places to spoil grandchildren Otis, Eloise and Henley.   
 

Yvonne Bogdanovich 2008-2010 
I graduated from Marymount College in 1961, which is now LMU. 
 
Married my late husband in August of 1961, he passed away in 1992. 
 
My four children attended and graduated from USC in 84, 87, 89 & 93. 
 
My three daughters joined the Alpha Phi Sorority, I served as president a couple of times, along with being Inter-Sorority 
Mother’s Club President. 
 
My son opted out of fraternity life, made friends with his classmates, one of which is now my daughter in law. 
  
I became a member of Town & Gown in 1989, and have been an active member ever since, co-chaired the benefit four times. 
 There outside organizations I’m involved in are, Boys & Girls Clubs Los Angeles Harbor, San Pedro Peninsula Cancer Guild, 
Beacon House Association, USC Norris Director’s Leadership Council, Swim with Mike.  My children are all married, I have 5 
grandchildren two boys and three girls. 
 
Being involved with Town & Gown of USC and the other organizations listed is rewarding, knowing that I help made a 
difference in someone’s life.   
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Paula Ciaramitaro 2018-2020 
I am the immediate Past President of Town and Gown from 2018-2020.  I have been 
a proud Town and Gown member for many years.  I am a past USC Board of 
Governors Member serving on the board for 6 years, 4 of which were on the 
Executive Committee. I am also involved in my local South Bay Trojan League.  
 
I have been the controller of J&D Seafoods, Inc. for nearly 30 years. This is a 
company started by my husband and our high school friend from scratch and has 
evolved into a successful import/export seafood distribution company. 
 
I graduated from USC in 1985 with a degree in Finance and am thankful every day 
for the education I was blessed with.  We have 2 daughters, Chanelle and Crystal 
who are also both proud (and working!) graduates of USC. 
 
I keep busy with work, family and managing our real estate properties. I enjoy 
traveling, reading and spending time in the desert. 
 

Sally Edwards 1998-2000 
Sally Jobgen Edwards, a native Californian was born and raised in Los Angeles.  She 
attended St. Mary’s Academy High School in Los Angeles.  Upon graduating from 
USC with a B.S. degree, she accepted a teaching position for the El Segundo Unified 
School District.  Sally married Thomas W. Edwards, D.D.S.  (They just celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary.) 
Sally was selected by the District to help form the first gifted student education program in El Segundo.  After several years 
of teaching, Sally became ”a stay at home mom” to raise her two sons, Morgan and Damon, as well as a professional volunteer 
in her tireless 40 plus years of support of the University of Southern California in various volunteer roles.  Sally received the 
USC Alumni Association President’s Award in 1999 and then in 2005 was the recipient of the University of Southern California 
Alumni Service Award.  In 2015, she chaired her Reunion Committee for the Class of 1965.  
 
As a volunteer, Sally held presidencies in Town and Gown of USC, Trojan League of Los Angeles, The Alumnae Coordinating 
Council (ACC), Association of Trojan Leagues, Juniors of Social Service, Social Service Auxiliary and the Bel Air Garden Club.  
Sally also served many years on the USC Alumni Association Board of Governors.  She is currently on the Half Century Trojan 
Board and is President-Elect. 
 
Some of the highlights as a member of Town and Gown, was chairing the Town and Gown Centennial Celebration.  What a 
celebration was had by all!  Also, being a Signer of the historical “Agreement” between the University and Town and Gown of 
USC.  Another highlight was being Scholarship Chairman and working with some of the brightest students who will be our 
future leaders. Her advice is “Always Remember the Past, Live in the Present, and Plan for the Future”. 
 
In her spare time, in addition to gardening, Sally loves tennis and golf.  Her biggest thrill is being with her grandchildren, 
Eloise (6) and Harrison (22 months).  Hopefully future Trojans! 

 
Carol Fox 2002-2004 
Carol Fox joined Town and Gown of USC in the 1980s, and has held numerous board and committee positions both before 
and after her tenure as President from 2002-04, which included the yearlong celebration of Town and Gown’s centennial. 
Carol earned her BA degree in music and education from Pepperdine and was encouraged to do graduate work at USC, where 
she immediately fell in love with the University and the Trojan Family. She completed her MS in education administration at 
the Rossier School of Education, and embarked on a career in teaching and administration that spanned preschool to 
university level, including as a Consultant at the Los Angeles County Office of Education in curriculum and television 
production.  Her university work included being a professor at CSULA, Director of an innovative urban teacher training 
program at UCLA Extension and as an adjunct professor at Rossier in reading methodology and curriculum design. Carol 
remains active in education as a supervisor of student teachers and interns at CSUDH. She was also appointed by the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors to the LA County Child Care Planning Council. 
 
Carol was President of the USC Alumni Association Board of Governors in 2010-11, and served on the USC Board of Trustees 
from 2011-16.  Beyond Town and Gown, Carol was also president of several support groups at Rossier and of Trojan Guild of 
Los Angeles.  In 2009, she co-chaired the inaugural USC AA Women’s Conference.  Carol presently serves on the Board of 
Councilors for the Rossier School of Education and the USC Libraries and on the Trojan Marching Band’s Club 2020 and the 
band’s “Golden Gala” committee. 
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In addition to Town and Gown, she is a member of Trojan League of South Bay, Trojan Guild of Los Angeles, Skull and Dagger, 
USC Associates, San Pedro-Peninsula Cancer Guild, Gamma Phi Beta sorority, Neighborhood Church, and the Peninsula 
Committee for the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 
Her honors include the USC Alumni Service Award, Rossier ROSE award, the Rossier Centennial Alumni Service Award, and 
she received an Outstanding Alumnae Award from Gamma Phi Beta. 
 
She is the proud mother of her son Chris, a former Town and Gown scholar, who graduated from USC’s Dornsife College of 
Letters, Arts and Sciences in 1992 with a degree in political science and history. 

 

Linda Givvin 2006–2008 
An alumna of USC Dornsife College, BS 1970/the Herman Ostrow School of 
Dentistry - USC Division of Biokinesiology and Physical Therapy.  Linda held 
leadership roles in orthopedics, head trauma, stroke and sports medicine for 
22 years.  Upon her professional retirement in 1993, she became a stay-at-
home mom to her niece Roxanne.  Simultaneously, began her volunteer path 
at the Ronald McDonald House of Los Angeles and the Santa Monica Bay 
Auxiliary for Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. 
 
Linda joined Town and Gown of USC as a Town member in 1998 and served 
as President from 2006 – 2008.  Over the years chaired various Board 
positions and participated as one of the Board representatives in the The 
Agreement, the Town and Gown Legacy $1 million campaign, and the 

Annenberg Alchemy Leadership seminars.  She is a Life member, endowed two Town and Gown of USC scholarships and 
received a Volunteer Recognition/Widney Alumni House Award in 2005.  Note a fun fact:  At the 2008 Town and Gown 
Benefit, Wallis Annenberg, Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, surprised Town and Gown with a $1 million gift to its 
scholarship program!    
 
As a dedicated USC volunteer, she held positions on the Alumni Association Board of Governors/Executive Board, Board of 
Councilors, Biokinesiology – Physical Therapy, and the USC Athletics Board of Counselors.  Linda was honored with the USC 
Alumni Service Award in 2013 and is a member of the Skull and Dagger Society.  
 
Linda and her husband Tom Rowan Givvin ’65 (met thru a Trojan) are long time members of USC Associates; Galen Founders; 
USC Athletic Committee and Cardinal and Gold supporters.  They love to travel especially with USC Trojan Travel. 
 
Fond activities are beach walks with her niece; Trojan football; the Trojan Marching Band; visits to Carmel and the southern 
states.  And in her younger years, Linda was an avid tennis player!   
 

Carol Greenhalgh 2004-2006 
Carol began her teaching career teaching grades two through six and then became a middle school and then an elementary 
school principal.  She developed a program for gifted children. She earned her MS degree and Administrative Credential from 
the Rossier School of Education. She also served on the California State Curriculum Commission.   During her time in New 
York, she worked in the Office of Public Information at the United Nations.   
 
She joined Town and Gown over twenty years ago making lifelong friendships.   Her first board position was Co-Chair of the 
Benefit, honoring Arthur C. Bartner. This began the legacy of the Spirit of Troy performing at the benefit each year.  She then 
served two years as Program Chair and then Co-Chair of the Scholarship Program.  In 2004 she was elected as President of 
Town and Gown.  During her presidential term, she led the negotiations to develop an agreement with USC to return the 
management of Town and Gown’s endowments to the University Investment Pool. In September of 2004, along with the 
immediate Past President and the Centennial Chair, she helped design and laid the Time Capsule for future generations.  She 
has also served as Bylaws Chair, Nominating Chair and Governance Chair. Carol continues to support the awareness of Town 
and Gown’s History and its goals.    
 
Carol is a member of Trojan Guild of Los Angeles, Trojan League of Los Angeles, Delta Kappa Gamma and Phi Delta Kappa.  
In the Community, Carol served for six years as an advocate to attain a sustainable environment for the Playa Vista 
development.   She also volunteers for local community activities.  
 
Carol and her husband, Peter, enjoy participating in local events, travel and village life at their home in England. 
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Carol Mollett 2012-2014 
Carol’s greatest honor was serving as Town and Gown president and she is in awe of the legacy of this remarkable women’s 
group.  A Town Life member since 2002, Carol led the group into exciting new opportunities to celebrate this legacy and our 
student scholars.  She has been touched by countless friendships made in Town and Gown.  
 
A fearless groundbreaker Carol signed the million-dollar pledge on behalf of Town and Gown that assured the naming of our 
Town and Gown building in perpetuity.  The gracious gardens and Courtyard of Recognition remind us of our enduring legacy.  
 
Carol led us in the first Scholarship Back to School Dinner with our scholars and donors and initiated the gift of a magnificent 
Town and Gown sash for each graduating scholar.  This sash proudly brands these scholars as part of Town and Gown for life.   
 
Carol and Casey’s daughter Maggie graduated from USC in 2003 and Carol calls herself the Trojan parent who never left!  
They endowed a Town and Gown scholarship and show great pride in each student who graduates as “their scholar.” Carol 
has worked tirelessly across the university and medical campuses and supports the USC Associates. She was honored with 
Skull and Dagger Society membership, the USCAA Volunteer Recognition Award and the USCAA President’s Award.  She has 
sparked the imagination of countless leaders at USC and has devoted decades to volunteerism in the community. She became 
a mentor to non-profits throughout the state through the Annenberg Foundation.  She is now the Executive Director for Josh 
Groban’s Find Your Light Foundation, which inspires arts education across the nation. 
 

Thelma Orr 2000-2002 
My tenure as president was at the beginning of a new century and 
at the beginning for the planning for the centennial birthday  party 
of Town and Gown.  One completion was the remodeling of the 
ladies restroom.  (Has it been remodeled again?)  Many beginnings 
included updating and rewriting the by-laws, creating a task force 
to develop a financial agreement between USC and Town and Gown 
and identifying a past president to chair and plan for the centennial 
birthday party.  (Now, this all sounds so simple and easy!)  The 
monthly Board meetings were held in members' homes.  We would 
have lunch together but only after completing the business of the 
day. 
 

The following is a few personal notes.  I joined Town and Gown 
after I retired as director of physical therapy at Rancho Los Amigos 
Hospital in Downey.  I am a Life and Gown member.  My husband, 
John, retired as a faculty member in 1998.  Our older son, Steve, died unexpectedly in 2014.  He was an alum having graduated 
in 1985.  He graduated from Harvard Law School in 1998.  Our younger son, John, graduated from USC in 1987 and USC Law 
School in 1990. 
 

Steve's two sons, Matthew and William, are USC grads and are former Town and Gown scholars.  They each spoke at the 
scholarship luncheons.  Matt received his PhD from Cal Tech and William received his law degree from Stanford in 2019 on 
the same long weekend.  Proud!  Proud! 
 

John and I moved to the retirement community of Rossmoor in Walnut Creek.  We are five miles from John Michael and 
family in Danville.  Their 3 children, Jackson is 18, twins Charlie and Audrey are14.   (Some of you may remember that Audrey 
had leukemia when she was 20 months old.  Now she is a healthy young lady!) 
 

We feel blest to be together in our mid-eighties!  We don't have a porch with two rocking chairs but we have a ton of 
memories.  We think of our many years at USC and of our many friendships. 
 

Fight On! 
 

Judith ("Judy") Pohlmann 2010-2012 
After graduating in education from USC, I taught 14 years for LAUSD. Twelve of those years were in the inner city. Sixth grade, 
45 students, on average 5 languages. I transitioned from the public sector to the private sector by joining a mutual fund. 
Despite my boss doubting my female ability, I became the Assistant Western Regional Director! Next came my stay at 
Ticketmaster as National HR Director and National Corporate Training Director. The time to travel for business ended when 
I needed to stay close to home. I became a senior counselor for a career management firm and segued that into my own 
business. 
 
I was married but had no children.  
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I volunteered as an event planner for actor/activist Edward James Olmos. I also volunteered as a cuddler in the NICU at 
Children's Hospital.  
 
I have many sisters in Alpha Gamma Delta as well as friends dear enough to be called "sisters" in Town and Gown. 
 
I am currently recovering from a back injury but will be back "out among 'em" soon. 

 
Alli Solum 1996-1998 
Allis is a Southern California native.  She entered USC in 1955 as a Business Major with a ½ tuition scholarship. Alli joined 
Alpha Chi Omega, where she made life long friends.  Allis was a member of the Spurs and the Amazons. She was also involved 
in Songfest. She was a USC Senator. Alli graduate in 1960 with a B.S. in Business. She received a graduate degree in Business 
Education.  While a T.A. Alli taught business computers and calculators.  Alli taught business courses at Fullerton College. 
 
Alli’s other philanthropies include Las Fortunas, Las Floristas,Optimists, and National Charity League. 
 
Some of Alli’s other USC activities involve Women of Troy, Spirit of Troy, Greek Coordinating Council, ACC, Board of 
Governors, Inter Fraternity Council and Half Century Trojans.   Alli chaired the Alpha Chi Omega 100th celebration. 
 
Alli and her husband Conrad have an endowment fund with Town and Gown of USC. 
 
They have four children (all Trojans) and nine grandchildren who live in Southern California. 
 

Patricia Whitman 2016-2018 
Patricia “Pat” Whitman has had a long career (over 40 year) as a teacher 
and administrator in California public schools. She has also taught at the 
University of La Verne and UCLA for over 20 years. She received her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from California State University at Long 
Beach, and her Doctorate from USC’s Rossier School of Education. Her son 
is a graduate of USC’s Marshall School of Business. Pat has been a member 
of Town and Gown of USC for 20 years and has served on the Board of 
Directors for 11 years. She served as CEO/President from 2016-2018.  Pat 
has also served as Second Vice President, Scholarship; First Vice President, 
Investments; Secretary; and as a member of the Nominating and 
Governance Committees. She is grateful for the many friends and 
acquaintances she has made since joining Town and Gown. They have 
enriched her life immeasurably. 
 

Ruberta Weaver 
Town and Gown has been a perfect fit for me as my life has ever been on the fringe of Education.  My parents and in-laws 
were educators and my husband moved from Professor to Dean to Vice President to President of two major public universities 
in the Midwest.  When he took early retirement from the presidency of the University of Wisconsin, USC invited him to come 
teach in the sun of USC.  How perfect for me that I could immediately connect to Town and Gown and its scholarship program 
since I had been working all my life promoting education.  That was over 40 years ago and though my husband has died I am 
still a welcome supporter of the meritocracy of the Town and Gown scholars. 
 
 
 

              “As you grow older, you will discover 
                                              that you have two hands — 
                      one for helping yourself,  
                                      the other for helping others.” 

-Audrey Hepburn 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Congratulations and welcome to our newest Town and Gown members! We look forward to getting to know these 
accomplished women, and meeting them soon (hopefully) in person. 
 
Life Member:  Jennifer Blewett (Massachusetts)   

Clinical Social Worker and Clinical Care Coordinator in outpatient Addiction Psychiatry at 
Massachusetts General Hospital.  She recently received her PhD in Social Work at USC.  As a member 
of the Alumni Executive Board, Boston College School of Social Work, she loves working on member 
engagement. 

 
Annual Members: Toula Lolonis (Santa Monica)  

After receiving BS and MS degrees in engineering at USC, Toula works as an Engineer with Southern 
California Gas.  She has been involved with Loyola Mother’s Guild, Westside School of Ballet, St. 
Sophia Philoptochos and Planned Parenthood. 

 
   Shelley Moore (Carlsbad) 
 Shelley double majored at USC in PR and Communications and currently works In Outreach & 

Engagement, USC’s Alzheimer’s Therapeutic Research Institute In San Diego. She was the Executive 
Director of the Del Mar Foundation and Director of Public Support, American Red Cross.  Her 
volunteer experience has been working with Trojan League of San Diego and National Charity League. 

 
   Olivia Shen (Monterey Park) 

A previous Town and Gown scholar, Olivia is currently a Manager, Research and Strategy within 
Marketing, at Walt Disney Studios.  She has been involved in the growing of the franchises of The 
Avengers, Frozen 2, and Toy Story 4.  She is most proud of mentoring high school girls and seeing 
how they’ve progressed to today. Olivia also received her MBA from USC. 

 
In spite of COVID, we are continuing to receive membership applications!  Our coming year is filled with outstanding general 
meetings our Program Chairs have planned. 
 
Membership Committee members, watch for our Annual Committee Meeting evite soon! 
 
Report from Membership 
Kathie Johnson and Virginia Naeve 
4th Vice Presidents, Membership 
 

 
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

As Members of Town and Gown of USC, you have been requested to nominate outstanding, qualified leaders for our Board of 
Directors, by completing a Call for Nominations form you received and which needs to be returned to our Nominating 
Committee by October 30. This is a big year for Town and Gown, as we are nominating a President Elect, a new CFO and 
several Vice President and Nominating positions. 
 
As a Nominating Committee our job is huge! After reviewing, vetting and evaluating nominations received, candidates are 
identified, and a stellar slate of Directors is selected for Board approval in January.  And, at our March 2 Annual Meeting 
and Luncheon, a general election will be held in which you, Town and Gown of USC Members, are given the opportunity to 
elect the slate of Directors as presented. Mark your calendars now--The installation of our newly elected slate of Directors, by 
our President Hilary Crahan, will occur at our May 4 Luncheon.   
 
In closing, many thanks to all of you who have already sent in your Nomination Forms and Fight On!  
 
Chris Gregg 
Town and Gown of USC  
Nominating Chair   
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CFO, KATHLEEN CAMPOS 
 
Dear Ladies of Town and Gown, We have a unique opportunity to support our Town and Gown philanthropy doing exactly 
what you are already doing... "shopping at home on Amazon."  
 

What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support Town and Gown of USC charitable organization every time you shop, at no 
cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon 
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection, and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% 
of your eligible purchases to Town and Gown of USC. Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. 
You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. 
 

How do I select a Town and Gown of USC to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you need to select Town and Gown of USC to receive donations from eligible 
purchases before you begin shopping. 
 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser or activate AmazonSmile on your Amazon 
Shopping app on your iOS or Android phone (found under settings on your app). On your browser, you may also want to add 
a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. When you’re 
using the app, always check for the “AmazonSmile” logo to ensure you’re activated for AmazonSmile. 
 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The 
purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees, 
taxes, or service charges.  
 

What is the AmazonSmile Foundation? 
The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) private foundation created by Amazon to administer the AmazonSmile program. 
All donation amounts generated by the AmazonSmile program are remitted by a subsidiary of Amazon.com, Inc. to the 
AmazonSmile Foundation. In turn, the AmazonSmile Foundation donates those amounts to the charitable organizations 
selected by our customers. Amazon pays all expenses of the AmazonSmile Foundation; they are not deducted from the 
donation amounts generated by purchases on AmazonSmile. 
 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile? 
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax-deductible by you. 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 
Mrs. John Wesley (May Ormerod) Harris was President of Town and Gown of USC from 
1947-1962.  A quiet, gentle woman of great wealth, she held the office of President for 15 
years.  Town and Gown luncheons  back then cost only 75 cents!  During that time, 
significant events took place.  Large sums of money were contributed for buildings and 
their improvement.  The scholarship program became a reality during her presidency.  
Personally, she continued to be highly supportive of the University and made many 
donations with little or no public notice.  After her presidency, the ladies decided to limit 
the term of President to two years….  
 
If any members have any pictures or other memorabilia please contact Physical Facilities 
Chairs… 
 
Marilou Hamill @ myhamill211@gmail.com   or 
D’Arcy McLeod @ darcydmcleod@gmail.com 
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SAVE-THE-DATE! 
 

 Tuesday,  
Nov 3, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Special Introduction by: PRESIDENT CAROL FOLT 
President of the University of Southern California 
Virtual Zoom Speaker Series: “USC Update” 
"USC is where big dreams are nurtured and incubated and where dreams can 
become impactful, even world-changing, achievements.''  
 
AND 

 

 TRACY SCHANDLER WALDER 
Former CIA Officer and FBI Special Agent 
Virtual Zoom Speaker Series: “Life as a CIA Operative and Female 
Empowerment” 
From USC student, to U.S. Intelligence Community agent, to mentor for young 
women, she will share her story of The Unexpected Spy: My secret life chasing 
down some of the world’s most notorious terrorists. 
Holiday Boutique:  TBD 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNUAL BENEFIT – SAVE THE DATE! 
 

This year’s Town and Gown of USC Annual Benefit is honoring Ruberta Weaver on Tuesday, April 13, 2021. 
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ZOOM SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
October Program Notes: 
 

We are grateful to our keynote speaker, Dr. Monique Allard, USC Senior Associate Vice President for Student 
Affairs who shared important information about “How Student Life is Changing.” As with all virtual General 
Meetings, a recording of this program is available on the Town & Gown website one week following the event. 
Congratulations to our raffle prize winner, Joelle Johnson who won a $500 American Express Gift Card and a 
beautiful Town & Gown tote by Timree.   
 

November 3, 2020 General Meeting and Zoom Speaker Series 

Please join us for our General Meeting and Zoom Speaker Series: 

When: Tuesday, November 3, 2020; 12:15pm optional virtual social*, 12:45 General Meeting, 1:00pm Speakers 

Who: Dr. Carol L. Folt, President of the University of Southern California - “USC Update”  

Who: Tracy Schandler Walder, Former CIA Officer and FBI Special Agent - “Life as a CIA Operative and 
Female Empowerment”  

How: Please RSVP through the email invitation link, Town & Gown website Members Only portal, or click here.  

 
We hope you, your friends, and guests will join us! 
 
Please keep in mind that you must have a Zoom account already created to join a meeting so make sure to set that 
up ahead of time. If you download the app to your computer, cell phone, or tablet, it will be easy to join the meeting 
by clicking the Zoom link in this email (and entering in the passcode, if prompted).  
 
If you join without previously downloading the app, you must use the following browsers: Google Chrome, Mozilla 
Firefox, or Chromium Edge and you must have an account created to access the meeting from your browser. Again, 
click the Zoom link in this email and follow the prompts to open from your browser or the app.  
 
For more information on Zoom access, please visit: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/214629443-
Zoom-Web-Client  
 
- OR -   
 
use this link for helpful videos (https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-video-tutorials).  
 
If you need help with logging into Zoom, please contact one of our wonderful Programs committee volunteers 
listed below: 
  

Name Phone Email 
Ronna Berlin (310) 702-0793 ronnaberlin1@gmail.com 
Bonnie Vogel (310) 739-0443 bvogel@qsiproduce.com 
Valerie Weiss (626) 449-2746 valkgw@yahoo.com 
Debbie Wong (213) 500-1812 scthetamom@gmail.com 

 
Thank you and we look forward to virtually seeing you on November 3rd. 
 

Patti Jamgotchian and Colleen Stroyke 
Town & Gown Programs Co-Chairs 
programsvp@townandgownofusc.org 

 
  

https://townandgownofusc.org/
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https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/214629443-Zoom-Web-Client
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/214629443-Zoom-Web-Client
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-video-tutorials
mailto:ronnaberlin1@gmail.com
mailto:valkgw@yahoo.com
mailto:scthetamom@gmail.com
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SCHOLAR Q & A 
 
Theodore Jaffrey 
 
What is exciting and interesting, or currently 
challenging you, in your major field of study? 
 
I'm currently extremely excited to be potentially pursuing a 
product looking at power generation harnessing 
thermoelectric technology on a small scale. While this field 
has been explored before, a group of students and me are 
focused on creating a low-cost manufacturable design to be 
incorporated into third world and developing nation cook 
stoves to provide power to at risk populations. I'm 
additionally excited to be starting significantly more upper 
divisional course work and completing the W.V.T Rusch 
Honors Program in the following two semesters. 
 
Describe clubs or other on campus activities in 
which you participate. 
 
I am the current Outreach Chair and former Merchandise 
Chair for the Trojan Knights. Additionally, I serve as the 
Treasurer and Director of Campaigns for USC Hillel, 
formerly serving as the Co-Chair of Development. I 
furthermore am a Co-Founder of the Family Business 
Society, the Director of Sponsor Relations for Formula SAE 

Racing, a member of the USC Ski and Snowboard Team. I additionally am continuing in my position as a paid 
Teaching Assistant for USC's Information Technology Program's Matlab Programming course under Professor 
Kim. 
 
List and describe any internships you've had this past year. 
 
Last summer I interned for Singer Vehicle Design on the Quality Engineering and Manufacturing Engineering 
teams. I was responsible for overhauling the quality management process, including the procurement and 
installation of a new Quality Management Database. Additionally, I collected information from major stakeholders 
in the company, generating an engineer's guide to building a Singer, so that all relevant modifications and 
information was situated in one position. I am now working as a Systems Engineering and Integration Technical 
Intern for Northrop Grumman in the Aeronautics Division. I am specifically working on the Global Hawk Drone 
platform on a variety of projects (requiring security clearance). 
 
List any new information we should know about your current status, your involvement at USC, or 
your future plans. 
 
I am planning on applying for a Progressive Degree in either Engineering Management or Financial Engineering 
in the upcoming semester. I additionally hope to become active in the Trojan Real Estate Association (I formerly 
interned for Thorofare Capital and enjoyed the experience immensely) and some more network-based engineering 
organizations to broaden my exposure and network. 
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DONOR’S CORNER  
 
Our featured donor for October is Ms. Christine Ofiesh. I 
had the opportunity to speak with Christine last week, and 
we had a lovely conversation. 
 
Christine has been a member of Town and Gown for over 
20 years…Incredible! She has served on the Board-of 
Directors in various positions (Nominating, Vice 
President Programs, Vice President Membership, Donor 
Liaison, Member-at-Large). She has been active on 
Scholarship Committee, Benefit Committee, the 
Membership Committee, Fund Development, and 
Governance.  She will continue to remain involved, and 
will go wherever she is needed. 
 
“Donors are the lifeblood of an Institutions Scholarship 
Program. Their generosity can change the path of 
students’ lives, whether the award they fund enables 
students to go to college, or helps them graduate with a 
smaller debt load.”  These very feelings drove Christine to 
become an endowed donor. She is driven to make a 
difference in the lives of our Scholars. 
 
This year has been quite challenging for the students of USC, our Organization, and all-of-the Trojan family. I 
asked Christine what advice would she offer to Scholars? “Scholars should try not to focus on what has been lost, 
but concentrate on what has been gained from not having the constraints of traditional in-person instruction. 
Embrace new opportunities given to you, and keep a positive outlook despite having your plans upended.” That is 
very good advice, and well said. 
 
There are several aspects of Town and Gown Christine favors. Our monthly general meetings which give us a social 
opportunity to connect with our long-time friends, and enable us to meet new members. She also enjoys our 
monthly speakers who enlighten us about their unique journeys in life.  Committee engagement keeps her actively 
involved, and is quite fulfilling. 
 
Ms. Ofeish’s heart and soul is full-time philanthropy. What a beautiful Lady, and esteemed donor. She is a 
tremendous asset to the Trojan family. Thank you, Christine! 
 
Fight On! 
 
Elle Feldman 
Vice-President, Fund Development 
 
 
 
 
 

••• 
 

Do you have any news to share with Town and Gown? Please email Kari May, karidmay@gmail.com. 
 

Town and Gown of the University of Southern California is a  
nonprofit philanthropic organization whose purpose is to support USC through 

scholarships for students, building and campus enhancements, and cultural programs. 
 

• Please remember to share your pictures on Facebook and follow us on Instagram. • 

https://townandgownofusc.org/
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Virtual Holiday Boutique 
 

Dear Town and Gown of USC members,   
  
Traditionally, we welcome the Alumni Coordinating Council Guilds and 
Leagues to sell products on the patio before our November luncheon.  
 
ACC is made up of 12 women's groups at USC.     
 
All of the profits from these product sales support scholarships at the 
University.    
 
The theme for the ACC this year is  
 
 

"LEAD WITH SPIRIT,  

CHAMPIONING OUR TROJAN FAMILY." 
 
 
Meredith Weiss, who created this incredibly motivational slogan, is the 2020-
2021 Chair.  Vivian Gumbiner is the Chair Elect. Both ladies are also members 
of Town and Gown of USC.   
 
Although not on the patio this year, we can still shop together and support 
our ACC Trojan Family.   
 
Fight On!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hilary  

 
 
 
 
  



 

Town and Gown of USC Tote bag 
designed by Timree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cost is $55 and includes free shipping. 

To purchase, please contact 

Ayuko Siegel  ayuko.siegel@gmail.com OR 

Edie Etmekjian Edieetmekjian@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ayuko.siegel@gmail.com
mailto:Edieetmekjian@gmail.com


 

 

                                                

Double Wine Bottle Tote with opener  Plaid Pashmina Shawl with fringe 

$50 plus $9.95 shipping = $59.95   $95 plus $8.40 shipping = $103.40 

 

Profits benefit the Trojan League of Orange County (TLOC supports USC programs and 

awards meritorious scholarships to USC undergraduate students from Orange County) 

To order please contact Monique Hachigian at moniquehach@gmail.com 
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SHOP USC 
MERCHANDISE

USC Trojan Affiliates is a nonprofit organization 
that supports USC scholarships for undergraduate 

students living in the San Gabriel Valley. 



Floral Masks $10

Infinity Scarf $30

Soft and lightweight this 100% cotton 
infinity scarf is a perfect accessory with 
cardinal flowers and hand stamped USC 

letters on a gold background. 

Roski Scarf $90

This 100% silk scarf designed by Gayle 
Garner Roski features some of the iconic 

buildings on the USC campus: Mudd Hall of 
Philosophy, Marshall School of Business, 

Glorya Kaufman School of Dance and USC 
School of Cinematic Arts. Hand 

stitched hem, 36" square. 

2 for $15

Wear your Trojan colors while 
protecting yourself with these  

lightweight 100% cotton reversible 
masks. Measures 6.75” x 3.5”.



Ohana Scarf $25 

Pashmina Shawl $60

Wrap yourself in luxury in this silk 
and cotton pashmina cardinal 

shawl. Perfect to wear day or night! 
Measures 77.5" x 26.5".

Cotton Tunic $55

Chic and polished, you’ll be the Spirit of 
Troy in this beautiful lightweight 

100% cotton USC tunic. 
Size S/M:  Bust 37”, Waist 35”, 
Length 29”. Size M/L:  Bust 45”, 

Waist 42" Length 29.5".

Ohana 100% cotton lightweight scarf is 
decorated with gold hibiscus, cardinal 

palm trees and hand-stamped USC 
letters. Wear as a scarf or shawl. 

Measures 74” x 44”. 



There is nothing better to lighten up your 
afternoon than with a 100% cotton floral 
peasant dress. The dress features a gold 

floral and leaf motif on a cardinal 
background highlighted with a USC 

stamped hem. Comfort fit with tie front, 
elastic neck and two side pockets.

Cotton Apron $60

Floral Dress $65

Reversible!

Trojan Tie $40

Wear your Trojan pride with 
this hand-painted silk 

Tommy Trojan tie.

Enjoy cooking in this soft 100% cotton 
apron. One side of the apron features 

a floral and gold motif and
 it reverses to solid cardinal 

with 2 USC emblem pockets. 
Size – Women’s S/M



USC Comforter $100

Canvas Apron $50

USC and cooking go together with the 
100% cotton canvas apron. The gold 

floral motif apron has straps 
decorated with cardinal design and 

pockets with USC hand stamped letters. 
Size – Women’s Large

USC Pillow Cases

 Floral and hand-stamped 
USC Trojan standard-sized 

pillowcase set is perfect for a 
Trojan themed bedroom or dorm.

Floral and hand stamped USC Trojan 
comforter is sure to delight its recipient. 

Fits twin or extra long bed.

$40 for Pair

USC Comforter $100



Floral Napkins $60Set a USC themed table with a 
100% cotton hand-stamped cardinal 

and gold floral tablecloth. Comes 
in two sizes: 60” x 60” (seats 4) 

and 58” x 91” (seats 6 -8)

This gold floral motif and cardinal 
embroidered pique can be used  as 

a table runner or bath towel. 
Measures 30" x 57".

Floral Tablecloths

Compliment USC tablecloths  with 
these 100% cotton floral dinner 

napkins with cardinal piping. 
Set of four dinner napkins.

60” x 60”- $45 

58” x 91” - $55

Embroidered Towel

Table Runner $35



Fabric Container $30

Versatile USC container covered with 
cotton fabric that can be used to 

store items in an office or dorm or 
even line with a plastic bag and 

use as a trash receptacle.
Measures 12" high x 9" wide.

Kitchen Towel $18

USC waffle kitchen towel is 
absorbent and can quickly dry 

dishes. Made from 100% cotton 
and measures 28” x 13.5”.

This 100% lovely white cotton tea towel will 
make a great addition to your kitchen or the 

perfect hostess gift for any USC fan. 
Measures 28” x 13.5” 

Tea Towel $18

ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX AND SHIPPING
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