MEMBER NEWSLETTER
December 2020
President’s Message:
Dear Town and Gown of USC,
On behalf of our entire Leadership Team we wish you and yours health, joy, laughter, and
love this Holiday Season.
We will look forward to Zooming along together in 2021.
Thank you for caring about Town and Gown of USC.
Sincerely!

DONOR’S CORNER
Our December donor feature is Wallis Annenberg. What can one say about her which has not
already been said. She is a woman of great Distinction, and one-of-Southern California’s
foremost and great Philanthropists. She is also the longest serving Trustee at the University
of Southern California-since 1971. She has been a Town and Gown of USC honorary member
since 2008 when she was an Honoree, and given a Lifetime Achievement Award at our Annual
Benefit. I would like to share a little story surrounding the Benefit that was told to me by Carol
Mollett (Benefit Co-Chair along with Jan Artenian). I know you will find this to be an
astounding and delightful read.
Our benefits are known to draw a crowd, and there were over 700 guests who came to the Beverly Hilton to celebrate and
honor Wallis Annenberg and the artist LeRoy Neiman. LeRoy had just completed a painting of Traveler on the victory lap at
the USC vs. UCLA 2007 football game. (In 2004, Nadine and Bill Tilley donated $2 million dollars in an endowment to support
Traveler).
The day before the event Jan and Carol were feeling fantastic. Thanks to everyone’s generosity both the Le
Roy Neiman and Wallis Annenberg endowments would be fully funded at $50,000 each. It was, also,
anticipated that Wallis would make a large donation to her Scholarship Fund. Carol had received a call from
the Annenberg Foundation’s Executive Director letting her know that a $100,000.00 donation would be
given, but the announcement was to be a surprise. An added bonus to the Event was Traveler’s appearance!
Imagine a great white, steed prancing through the hotel lobby, and eventually was led to the ballroom where
the USC marching band was playing! Traveler wasted no time dancing the familiar beat-of-the band. A
premium for all to enjoy, especially Wallis who is a huge fan of Traveler.
When it was time for Wallis to speak at the podium, Carol noted how inspiring and mesmerizing she was…everyone seemed
hypnotized by her words. She spoke about the importance of scholarships to our students, and emphasized the gift and virtues
of philanthropy.
Soon came her announcement: She would donate $1,000,000.00 to her Scholarship Fund. Yes, she added another ZERO.
One million dollars. Everyone stood to give a round-of-applause. Carol would recall what Wallis said to her as they walked to
the car;
“Carol I have been honored, but I have never been SO honored! Thank you for this moment.” Wallis took great pleasure
presenting her gift, and she relished the appreciation and honor Town and Gown of USC be-stowed upon her.
Ms. Wallis Annenberg is one-in-a million, one-for-the books, and one extraordinary Lady!
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Currently, we have thirteen Town and Gown of USC scholars who are majoring at The
Annenberg School of Journalism and Communication.
Fight On!
•

Special thanks to Past President Carol Mollett for her contributions to this article.

Sincerely,
Elle Feldman
VP, Fund Development

ANNUAL BENEFIT – SAVE THE DATE!
“Inspiring Hearts and Minds” Annual Benefit honoring Ruberta Weaver on Tuesday, April 13, 2021.
This is a picture of Ruberta with one of our Town and Gown of USC scholars, James Hofeling.
Here are some of the things our Town and Gown of USC Past Presidents had to say about Ruberta:

“Pure Joy;
Joyous Spirit”

Please save the date of April 13, 2021 for the Virtual Benefit.
Patron Chair, Linda Givvin and Underwriting Chair, Sandy Johnston and I will be mailing you a packet on January 4th.
2021 Benefit Chair
Kathi Nicolard
koolkath813@aol.com

www.townandgownofusc.org/

www.facebook.com/townandgownofusc/

@townandgownofusc

PROGRAMS
December Program Notes
Thank you for participating in our festive December Event brought to you
LIVE from GEARYS in Beverly Hills featuring their beautiful, iconic store
abundant with holiday décor. Our virtual, Zoom audience enjoyed an insider’s
tour and received tabletop tips for holiday decorating. GEARYS experts Tom
Blumenthal, CEO and President; Bob Lugari, General Manager; and Joe
Baxter, Visual Manager explained what’s trending and how to make what you
already own look unexpectedly new. It was a joy to feature Gearys during the
holidays, and we are grateful of their warm welcome of the members of Town
& Gown of USC.

A recording of this program is available on the Town & Gown of USC website, or
click here.
Congratulations to our raffle prize winners:
Amanda Flores - $250 Gearys Gift Card, donated by Gearys
Carla Lowe - Special Holiday Gift Basket donated by Paula Ciaramitaro
Mary Fontana - $250 American Express Gift Card, donated by Town & Gown

January 12, 2020 General Meeting and Zoom Speaker Series
Please join us for our General Meeting and Zoom Speaker Series when will also
honor Past ACC Chairs & Current Chair, and Current ACC Presidents.
When: Tuesday, January 12, 2021; 12:15pm optional virtual Zoom Social*,
12:45pm General Meeting, 1:00pm Speaker
Who: Dr. Marissa Pei, Organizational Psychologist; Award-winning Author
& Speaker – “Don’t Worry, Choose Happy!” An upbeat, humorous, and
inspiring presentation based on the book, 8 Ways to Happiness from
Wherever You Are.
How: Please RSVP through the email invitation link, Town & Gown website
Members Only portal, or click here.
*Zoom Social – To get the best connection, and if you are safely gathering with
friends for the Zoom Social, please share one computer or use one device per
room.
We hope you, your friends, and guests will join us!
Thank you and we look forward to virtually seeing you on January 12th.
Patti Jamgotchian and Colleen Stroyke
Town & Gown of USC Programs Chairs
programsvp@townandgownofusc.org
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HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
We are the greeters, registration check in persons
and raffle sales persons at the monthly luncheon
meetings held on USC campus. However, for the
past nine months the meetings were not in person
and not on USC’s campus. Hospitality
Committee’s job had to also be modified to meet
the new virtual “Zoom Meetings.” Under the
leadership of President Hilary Crahan, the Board
decided to utilize “Breakout Rooms” to socialize.
This is where our wonderful Hospitality
Committee members transformed to be the Hosts for the Breakout Room sessions. The Committee meets virtually prior to
monthly meetings and chooses topics for the breakout room sessions. The hosts are randomly assigned eight Town and Gown
members and friends. They then lead the discussion and manage the time allotted for each session. Our hope is for everyone
to enjoy chatting with Town and Gown members, Scholars and friends. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the
following Hospitality Committee members who have stepped up to this new role: Karen Chima, Evelyn Dizadji, Kate Farlow,
Linda Givvin, Shana Glassman, Angel Grigorian, Mary Hall, Nina Hoffmann, Talin Kouyoumdjian, Marcia Kreditor, Robin
Macgillivray, Beth Saul, Cheryl Schwartz, Janyce Teasley, Lisa Up de Graff, Cheryl Ware, Alexis Washa, and Angela Williams.
We are SO grateful for your time and assistance!
Submitted by: Ayuko Siegel and Edie Etmekjian, Hospitality Co-Chairs

DID YOU KNOW…
Incredibly caring ladies have helped make the Foyer of Town and Gown a special place. A generous donation by Eileen Norris
totally redecorated Town and Gown. Fern Heath provided funds to refurbish the Little Chapel of Silence, which had been built
as an addition to the Foyer and dedicated in 1936. The Chapel was the gift of Mrs. Walter Harrison Fisher. In the Foyer stained
glass windows created by Judson Studios were installed in 1985, the gifts of Julie Kohl and Barbara Davis. Julie’s windows
are on either side of the front entrance. Barbara’s, given in memory of her mother, are on the patio side of the foyer.

During the celebration of our Centennial, the ladies of Town and Gown commissioned Judson Studios to create a stained glass
window to be placed on the south side of the ballroom. Then in 2006, we commissioned a second stained glass window to be
placed on the courtyard side of the ballroom.
If any members have any pictures or other memorabilia please contact Physical Facilities Chairs…
Marilou Hamill @ myhamill211@gmail.com or
D’Arcy McLeod @ darcydmcleod@gmail.com

www.townandgownofusc.org/

www.facebook.com/townandgownofusc/

@townandgownofusc

SCHOLAR’S SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to our December 2020 graduates! We feel honored to have shared their Trojan experience as Town and
Gown Scholars. We wish them continued success in the next phase of their lives. Continue to Fight On!

Phillip Bliss
BA Dornsife (Economics and Math)

Grant Uberstine
BA Marshall (Real Estate Finance)

Samantha Cendro
Progressive Masters: Viterbi School of
Engineering (Aerospace Engineering)

David Vergara
BA Price (Public Policy)

Allison Nguyen
BA Dornsife (Biochemistry;
Minor in Music Production)

Arianna Wood:
MA Dornsife(Environmental Studies) &
Progressive Masters Marshall (Business
Administration)

Divya Sripthy
Masters Marshall (Business Analytics)
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MEMBERSHIP
Congratulations and welcome to our newest Town and Gown members! We look forward to getting to know these
accomplished women!
Annual Members:
Rebecca Bodensteiner (Ranch Palos Verdes)
Rebecca is a dental hygienist, a graduate of USC’s School of Dentistry, a USC faculty member and owner of her own dental
practice for the last 23 years. She is experienced in public speaking, interviewing and organizational management.
Lindy Brownsberger (Hermosa Beach)
A USC grad from Annenberg School of Journalism, Lindy is experienced with advertising and worked with the Disney
company in marketing and special events. She also started her own special events company.
Bonnie Hodge (San Dimas)
Bonnie has many years of experience with high-end medical sales and has implemented many speaker programs for
physicians. She has put her USC and Cal State Fullerton degrees in Psychology to good use in her interviewing, public speaking
and fundraising. She’s also an active volunteer.
Nancy Kim (Palos Verdes Estates)
Nancy graduated from USC with a BS in Business and an MBA. She has had an impressive career with The Disney Company.
Her volunteer work has included Palos Verdes Juniors, Vistas for Children, USC Marshall Partners, USC Alumni Association
– Trojan League South Bay and National Charity League Palos Verdes.
Lynda Kyle (St. Petersberg, Florida)
Lynda is a Trojan Parent and Friend of USC and has a MSW from Florida State University. She works as a foster care specialist,
protective service specialist and a school social worker. This is a perfect career for her as she enjoys being of service to others.
Michelle Silliman (Westchester)
Michelle received her BA degree from USC, was a Pepster and was also a member of Delta Gamma sorority. A busy mother of
two boys, she’s a brave soccer referee for the AYSO and a board member of the Del Rey American League. In addition, she
works in financial services. Michelle enjoys skiing and spending time with her family and volunteering at her children’s
schools.
Christina Tusan (La Cresenta)
As a graduate of USC’s Gould School of Law, Christine has worked as a senior attorney for the Federal Trade Commission and
a supervisor for the LA City Attorney’s Consumer and Workplace Protection Unit. She brought high-profile lawsuits on behalf
of the People of the State of California when she worked in the California Attorney’s Office. Christina volunteers at Stanford’s
OVAL program interviewing prospective undergraduate students.
Niki Wilson (Boca Raton, Florida)
A Trojan parent and very enthusiastic new member, Niki received her M.A. and PhD degrees from Emerson College and FAU.
She has worked in marketing and advertising, taught at her local university (FAU), and has been a long-time volunteer. She
and her son Cole (a Trojan) belong to a California-based organization called Connecting a Caring Community and both zoom
in for their meetings; she wants to make sure her son is giving back to his community.
Kathie Johnson and Virginia Naeve
Membership Co-Chairs

•••
Do you have any news to share with Town and Gown? Please email Kari May, karidmay@gmail.com.

Town and Gown of the University of Southern California is a
nonprofit philanthropic organization whose purpose is to support USC through
scholarships for students, building and campus enhancements, and cultural programs.
• Please remember to share your pictures on Facebook and follow us on Instagram. •
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