MEMBER NEWSLETTER
November 2020
President’s Message:
Dear Town and Gown of USC,
This month, we highlight our third group of the Leadership Team for 2020-2021. We asked
each Board member to write her own short biography for you to read and enjoy.
It is a privilege to volunteer with such a dedicated group of leaders.
Wishing you and yours a very happy and joyous Thanksgiving.
Thank you for caring about Town and Gown of USC.
Sincerely!

Deb Bradley

I’m a proud Double Trojan earning a Masters in Education, a Marriage and Family Therapy Certification and Doctorate in
Policy Planning and Administration from Rossier. With my strong USC preparation, I worked in education serving as a School
Superintendent over 25 years in 3 districts ranging in size from 400 to 45,000 students. It was while serving as
Superintendent in Sausalito I became involved with their Sister City Program and I began my annual international treks to
Japan which continues today.
When not traveling on jumbo jets internationally I enjoy using my private pilots license and flying locally. A theater buff and
music aficionado I have played the violin since the fourth grade and still play on occasion with a group of likeminded music
buffs.
Sports wise I am a handicapped croquet player and participate in tournaments across the country. I am also a Class III Club
Golf Croquet Referee available to work at tournaments across the USA. I love the Mission of Town and Gown of USC and am
honored to serve.

Kathleen Campos

Kathleen is a proud graduate of Dornsife with a degree in History and International Relations in 1983. She is currently a
Senior Vice President and Wealth Advisor with UBS Financial Services in Pasadena. Kathleen is a Certified Financial Planner
and Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor, in addition, she holds master’s degree in international finance from Boston
University. Recently, Kathleen was recognized by Forbes/Shook as one of the Top Woman Wealth Advisors in the country
and Working Mother and Shook Research’s Top Wealth Advisor Moms in 2020.
Kathleen is an active USC Alumni and currently serves as the CFO for Town and Gown. This has been a wonderful experience
getting to know the women leaders of USC who are so passionate about improving our university. She is active on the board
of the Trojan League of Los Angeles which Kathleen held many positions including past president. She is delighted to serve
the USCAA Board of Governors as the Dornsife Alumni Advisory Council Representative. She enjoys supporting the Newman
Guild, TMBAA, and is the Co-chair of the Kappa Sigma Parent’s Club with her husband, Bob. Kathleen received the USC
Alumni Association President’s Award in 2011 and will be a recipient of the USCAA Alumni Service Award this spring.
Kathleen and Bob who is a Marshall graduate, live in Valencia. Their son Devon is a senior at USC Dornsife majoring in
Environmental Studies and is active in the USC community.
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Edie Etmekjian

I am Edie Etmekjian, co-chair of Hospitality for Town and
Gown! I live in Glendale and grew up in the San Fernando
Valley. I enjoy cooking, gardening and learning to play golf
in my free time! My daughter graduated from USC in
2019! Through volunteering with the Parents' Club at my
daughter's sorority I met great friends who welcomed me
into Town and Gown. I am proud to serve on the Board of
Directors of Town and Gown of USC and volunteer for
such a great organization. I feel very privileged to have met
so many of our outstanding Town and Gown Scholars who
continually amaze me with their accomplishments! Our
Scholars are truly the reason I feel so dedicated to Town
and Gown of USC! FIGHT ON!

Joyce Fadil

Joyce Fadil is a Lebanese native with a background in
media, law, and event planning. Having come from the
Mediterranean city of Beirut, she took her professional
career to Athens, where she worked for MCA (Music
Corporation of America, what would later become part of Universal Studios as it is known today) and expanded her repertoire
of languages between Greek, French, Lebanese, English, and Spanish. With this experience, she moved with the company to
the United States, where she began her life in Los Angeles. In developing her professional experiences, Joyce later worked for
Greenberg, Glusker, Fields, Claman and Machtinger in Century City doing paralegal work. During that time, she met her
husband Salim, a Southern California surgeon, with whom she shares two sons, Alexander and Anthony. Joyce is a graduate
of The University of Oxford in England, with a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature and Business Administration. She is
proud of her affiliation with USC’s Town & Gown since 2013 and is so honored to have served on the organization’s Board of
Directors over the course of the past two years.
In her spare time, Joyce finds no greater joy than being with family & friends, entertaining, and sharing laughs over delicious
meals.

Elle Feldman

"My story began December 1958, Menlo Park, CA. I received my Bachelor's in Pre-law, and a Minor in Marketing from Barry
College, Miami, FLA. I began a career in 1979 with Pan American World Airways, Inc. as a Stewardess, and I was hooked! I
retired after for 41 years! I love all animals, but dogs steal my heart. I enjoy philanthropy, very much part-of-my nature. My
mantra is: "Live free or die" which embraces the passion I have as a Conservative Patriot. I have three children, and enjoy
spending time with my Husband in Pacific Palisades."

Chris Gregg

Chris Gregg, a native Californian and alumna of USC Rossier School of Education, with her MS and teaching credential, has
dedicated her life to education: special education teacher, school counselor, elementary principal, and currently a Leadership
Coach for new administrators in Orange County. Her passion for volunteerism and giving back can be seen in being a member
of various T&G committees and chair of Board positions, such as Hospitality, Governance and Nominating. Her love for T&G
and its scholarship program led her and husband, Arnold, to endow a T&G Scholarship. Chris’ motto: “Spare time is FUN
time, is demonstrated in her weekly French conversation classes, active participation in the local Soroptimist Club (“Women
Helping Women”) and other charities, traveling, family and friend gatherings, hiking, and playing chess and golf
regularly. Chris devotes most of her time and expertise, communicating and mentoring others in their journey to succeed, to
give back to their communities, and to make a difference in the world.

Marilou Hamill

I became involved at USC when our daughter Chelsea was a student who received both a BA and Masters from Annenberg
School for Communication and Journalism. Town and Gown was the first organization I joined and have served on the Benefit
Committee 7 years and been on the Board of Directors 9 years. I was Co-President of ISPC with Town and Gown member
Valerie Weiss and received the Outstanding Parent Leadership Award at the Greek Awards and the Widney Alumni House
Award from USC Alumni Association. I was involved with the Parents Council for 6 years and served as Membership Chair,
Teaching and Mentoring, Celebrity Speaker at Trojan Family Weekend and finally Vice President of the Parents Association.
I am honored to put scholarships and students’ access to college at the top of my volunteer work and have established the
Marilou and Mark Hamill Family Scholarship at Town and Gown, Annenberg School of Communication and Journalism,
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School of Dramatic Arts, Los Angeles City College and Crossroads School for Arts and Sciences. I was honored with the USC
Alumni Association President’s Award for my volunteer work. Besides currently being on the Town and Gown Board of
Directors, I am also on the NAI Boards of Councilors, Associates Board of Directors and am thrilled to have been added to the
new class of Skull and Dagger.

Christina Hovanessian Jabarian

I was born and raised in Los Angeles, California. I have a twin sister, Dr
Linda Hovanessian Larsen, who currently works at USC Keck Medical and
Norris Cancer Centers. We both graduated from Marlborough School
(1979) and UCLA (1983).
I was adopted into the USC Family by my two daughters who graduated
from USC, Jacqueline Jabarian Geragos (2016), and Stephanie Jabarian
(2019). I volunteered in their sorority Pi Beta Phi.

On the recommendation of Carol Kazanjian, I joined Town and Gown in
2012. I was honored to have Co-Chaired the 2016 and 2017 USC Town and
Gown Benefits. I have stayed involved having served on the T&G Board in various positions. It has been wonderful making
new and long-lasting friendships with the ladies of T&G.
I work in Real Estate as a licensed agent at Core Real Estate Group in Beverly Hills. I reside in La Canada Flintridge with my
husband, Harold Jabarian.
Even though, I am a UCLA graduate, I am a Trojan at heart!! Fight On!

Patti Jamgotchian

I am married to a USC alum and we are proud parents of 2 alumnae daughters. In addition to enjoying USC sporting events,
I began my involvement at USC by joining Town & Gown, as well as serving on the boards of ISPC and my daughters’ sorority
Parents’ Club. After college, I worked in the garment industry for several years, enjoying a bicoastal life between San Francisco,
Los Angeles, and New York, before taking time to raise our daughters and become involved with several boards, PTAs, Friends
of the Library, National Charity League, Inc., Sandpipers, etc. I am now a busy entrepreneur with my husband running a fullservice fitness center, sports bar and restaurant, juice bar, laundromat, and wash & fold business. In my free time, I love
spending time with family and friends, shopping, trying new recipes, Pilates, and walking on the Strand by the beach.

Kathie Johnson

Kathie Johnson is a lifetime member of Town & Gown and is a two-time Trojan, graduating from the Marshall School of
Business with a Bachelor’s Degree and an MBA. Kathie is a lifetime Angeleno and has two daughters, both graduates of USC,
as well as two young grandchildren. She served of the T&G board for the last five years and has loved every aspect of the
various positions she’s held. Kathie enjoys the many lifelong friendships she’s made through our organization and has
endowed a scholarship through Town & Gown. She owns a real estate investment and management company and is fortunate
to have both daughters working with her.

Patti Johnson

My route to USC was just up the San Diego Freeway from Long Beach. Mainly through my parents’ sacrifices and a few
generous scholarships, my dream to attend USC became a reality. It’s an understatement to say USC changed my life. My
journalism degree led to a lifetime love affair with words as a writer, proofreader, and editor. My faith grew by leaps and
bounds at the USC Catholic Center. And my prowess at third base on the old softball field by Webb Tower led to my wedding.
AJ (the shortstop) and I played for the Catholic Center’s co-ed softball team; we were married at USC’s Our Savior parish 41
years ago.
In 2005, I joined Trojan League of South Bay and served as President a few years later. Since then, I also have served on the
Alumni Association’s Board of Governors, the Town and Gown Board as Benefit Co-Chair and now Secretary, the Association
of Trojan Leagues, the Alumnae Coordinating Council, the Caruso Catholic Center Newman Guild Leadership Committee,
and the Annenberg Alumni Advisory Board. I have had incredibly enriching experiences and gained friendships with people
in all sorts of industries and fields. Many are deep friendships that will last for life.
I am a wife, mom of a 25-year-old, and mom to Boomer, our black Lab. I love to walk, watch old movies, listen to live music,
and enjoy a glass of wine with friends. Or strangers. I am especially honored to serve on the Board of Town and Gown of USC,
a unique organization that does so much good for the university and the Trojan Family. Together, we Fight On!
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Carol Kroesche
I am a lifelong USC fan and Trojan Mom. Both of my sons
graduated from USC: Michael, with a BA in Creative Writing
and a minor in French; and Chase, with a Bachelor of Music in
Popular
Music/Songwriting
and
a
minor
in
Communications. Chase is currently a graduate student at
USC, pursuing a Master’s degree in Digital Social Media. I
have an MFA in Ballet, and a minor in Theater, from Texas
Christian University. After graduating from TCU, I worked as
a professional ballet dancer with major companies throughout
the US. After my performing career, I obtained an MBA from
the University of Utah, worked as Director of Technical
Services for the US Olympic Bid Committee when Utah bid for
the 1998 Winter Olympics and, in addition to serving on
several non-profit boards, worked as a business and marketing
consultant. This is my third year on the Board of T&G, having
served as Communications Chair, as Physical Facilities Chair
and, now, as Audit Chair. I am proud that, as a non-resident of
California, I have been able to enjoy T&G of USC and to serve
on several committees and the Board.

Helaine Lopes

I was born in Los Angeles and raised a die-hard Bruin. I graduated from USC with at BA in Physical Education, (Sports
Medicine Specialization) in 1980, followed by earning a PhD in Exercise Physiology in 1991. It took a little bit of time, but I
became the Trojan I am today soon after. Steve, who received 2 graduate degrees for USC, and I were married in 1992. We
have 2 children, Jennifer and Matt, who started their Trojan pathway at USC Daycare and who both also graduated from USC.
I have been at USC for 40 years, starting as an Athletic Trainer for the first 21 years and then continuing in academics, teaching
in the Human Biology Department as well as the Dornsife College. I have had the pleasure to serve on many USC Boards
including Trojan League of the South Bay, USC Alumni Coordinating Council, USC Alumni Board of Governors, Swim With
Mike, and of course, Town and Gown. I have truly loved interacting with USC students. Mentoring students along with being
part of the programs that award scholarships have been some of the most rewarding moments I have had as a USC Alumnus.
I look forward to many more years of both.

Denise Magro

Being a member of the Board of Directors for Town and Gown has been truly life changing, I have had the pleasure to work
with wonderful volunteers and leaders and have made many new friends along the way. My “claim to fame” is I married a
Trojan and birthed and raised a double Trojan! Growing up as a Kelly in Orange County, we were big Notre Dame fans. It was
love at first sight when I met my husband Steve (Gould class of 1987) back in 1988 and so of course my days a ND fan quickly
came to an end. We were married in 1992 and our son Vinnie was born in 1994. Fast forward... the day Vinnie received
notification that he was graciously awarded the Town and Gown Scholarship was the day he made the decision to commit to
USC. I won’t forget the day Vinnie was proudly wearing his T&G scholar t-shirt to an Associates picnic (we were guests of the
Stump family) when Sandy Johnston approached us and enthusiastically invited me to a Town and Gown luncheon. Shortly
thereafter, I joined Town and Gown with my good friend, Mary Stump. Our very first T&G luncheon we were seated with the
then T&G President, Jane Bensussen, who immediately made us feel special and proud to be part of such a dynamic
organization. A few years later, I was delighted to be asked if I was interested in joining the Board of Directors for T& G. Paula
Ciaramitaro, T&G President at the time, appointed and paired me up with Joyce Fadil (the best partner ever) to serve as CoChairs of the Hospitality Committee. In my current role as Member-at-Large, I manage the social media accounts for T&G as
part of the duties of the Communications Committee. Joyce and I are proud of our success in increasing engagements in our
posts and growing our Instagram followers from 293 to currently over 1,100. If you don’t already follow us, please do that
today - Instagram @townandgownofusc and Facebook at Town and Gown of USC and we would love it if you would tag
#townandgownofusc and @townandgownofusc on your posts so that we may share it with our followers. #fighton

D’Arcy Dietrich McLeod

I am proud to be a member of Town and Gown for over twenty years…serving for several years on the Board in various
positions such as Fifth Vice-President Programs and as this year’s Physical Facilities Co Chair.
My involvement with USC includes USC Alumni Association Board of Governors and Executive Committee (20172018), Alumnae Coordinating Council Chair (2017-2018), Women’s Conference Chair (2017), Trojan League of Los Angeles
Board member and Trojan Guild of Los Angeles member. Along with chairing my USC 40th Reunion for the Class of 1978,
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I received the Widney Alumni House Volunteer Award in 2018 and was humbled to be inducted into Skull and Dagger Honor
Society last year.
While attending USC I was a member of the Kappa Alpha Theta Sorority, a USC Song Girl, Helenes women’s service
organization and most importantly….a Town and Gown of USC scholar for four years! Graduating from USC in 1978 with an
Education Degree and after earning a Teaching Credential from USC in 1979, I taught elementary school for several years.
Proudly coming from a family of over 25 USC graduates…. including my husband David (’72), daughter, Devon (’05) and son,
Dane (’09), David and I enjoy all USC athletics and are Lifetime Cardinal and Gold members, Committee members and Galen
Founders Club members. Interesting fact….My sister, daughter and I were all USC Song Girls! Fight On!

Virginia Naeve

I became involved with volunteering at USC in 2011 when my
daughter was a junior. I became the Kappa Alpha Theta Parents Club
President and met a lot of wonderful parents who were also involved
with the opportunities on campus.
In 2013 I enjoyed a lecture at Keck Hospital put on by the Keck
Hospital of USC Guild. I was asked to take on the position of
Treasurer and enjoyed that for several years. I also learned how to
give tours of the Ronald Tutor Campus Center with the Ambassadors,
which was really fun! We always wore black dresses with pearls.

In 2014, I was elected to the Town and Gown board of directors and
have had fun being on the board since then. I am currently the Co-Chair of Membership. I’ve been Chair of Fund Development,
Programs, and served on Nominating, Finance and Governance committees. The best part is meeting so many wonderful
women I now consider lifelong friends!

Kathi Nicolard

While my daughter was a student here, 2009-2013, I volunteered on the parents council and became chair of fundraising. I
met other great volunteers, became an avid Trojan Football fan, and eventually learned about Town and Gown.
When my daughter graduated, and it was time for her life to move onward and upward, I was not ready to leave USC and the
friends and acquaintances I had made. Knowing I would miss my involvement with USC, I decided to join Town and Gown. I
became involved and met many more wonderful ladies and have cultivated great relationships. I served on the Scholarship
Committee which allowed to meet some of the many wonderful students that are eager to make their mark on the world. I
became Secretary on the Board of Directors from 2018 to 2020. It was a great experience that allowed me to learn a lot about
what a wonderful organization Town and Gown truly is. I am currently serving as benefit Chair for this years Benefit to be
held April 13, 2021. Hope you will attend.
Fight On!

Ann Palmer

As Vice President of Scholarship, I am able to continue my passion of working with students. I retired from the Pasadena
Unified School District in 2018 after teaching 3rd grade for 20 years. During my tenure I was honored with having been
named Pasadena Teacher of the Year in 2004 and 2018!! I enjoy spending time at our family home in Lake Arrowhead, sailing
to our mooring in Catalina aboard my CAL34 sailboat, Kumutu, and most recently enjoying my newly remodeled home (a
year and a half project). I graduated from USC in 1975, and when our son was admitted to USC, I became part of a four
generation Trojan family. In my retirement, I love volunteering for Town & Gown of USC, Trojan Guild of Los Angeles,
Trojan Affiliates, the Council of Keck Hospitals, my daughter’s classroom and Reading is Fundamental. With the passing of
my husband in 2016, I am so very blessed that my family lives close. My daughter lives and teaches in Sierra Madre and my
son lives in Pasadena. I am also relishing the role of grandmother to Charlotte, 2 ½ and Cecilia, 2 months.

Beth Petak-Aaron

I have been involved with Town and Gown since 2007. I was fortunate enough to know Carol Fox who took the time to
introduce me to the organization. Currently, I sit on the Board of Directors as Governance Chair. I have held many different
positions on the board over the past 10 years. I met my husband, Tony, when we were seniors at USC and we are proud to
have an endowed scholarship with Town and Gown, as well as one with the Leventhal School of Accounting. I am so very
fortunate to be the Grandma of three beautiful children who I enjoy spending time with. I enjoy golf and tennis and my
various philanthropic work. Town and Gown does so much for students, I find it an honor to be part of such a fantastic
organization.
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Sara Pfirrmann

I’ve been a Town and Gown member since 2009, and a Life member since 2010.
This is my 7th year on the Board of Directors. I have served as Secretary,
Membership VP, and Scholarship VP, and am currently the Scholarship Advisor.
Being a Scholarship Committee member over the years has been extremely
rewarding as we actively select the outstanding Town and Gown scholarship
recipients. I have also served on the Benefit Committee the past 6 years.
I attended the University of Denver (BA, MA in Education) but consider myself a
Trojan by marriage and tuition! Phil, my husband of 37 years, graduated from the
USC Marshall Business School (BS, MBA) as did our two sons, Henry (2010) and
Charles (2013-14), who were both Town and Gown scholarship recipients.
In 2015, I was honored to receive the Widney Award which is especially meaningful
as I am not an alumna. I served as the President of the Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity
Parent’s Club (2010-13) and as IFPC president when there were 24 fraternities on
the Row.
Prior to being a full time volunteer, I was a classroom teacher in Denver, and since
moving to California, was a reading specialist, Western Regional Training Director
for The Reading Game and Britannica Learning Centers, and operated my own private tutoring business. I’m active in our
church in Mission Viejo, sit on the Elder Board representing our Preschool, and serve as a mentor mom for MOPS (Mothers
of Preschoolers).

Ayuko Siegel

I joined USC Trojan Family when my husband became the Department Chair of Psychiatry at Keck School of Medicine in July
and my son entered USC Viterbi School of Engineering in August of 2016. I joined Town and Gown of USC soon after and
started serving as Hospitality Co-Chair in 2019.
Prior to joining Trojan Family, we lived in Pennsylvania for 20 years. I was a stay at home mom for most of the time while
volunteering as PTO President, Middle School Treasurer, High School Baseball Booster Club Treasurer, TEMPO a music
parent organization VP of Fundraising, to name a few. When our kids were older, I worked at the School District where we
lived and taught typing and computers to elementary school children as well as assisted teachers in the building with applied
technology. We lived in New York City prior to living in Pennsylvania where I was working in the Tax Department for one of
the Big Eight accounting firms for ten years.
I am grateful for the opportunity to meet and work with all the wonderful ladies at Town and Gown while helping the scholars
at USC. In my spare time, I enjoy playing tennis, golf, hiking, working out, traveling and baking.

Linda Swick

Linda Swick, ’80, attended her first Town and Gown luncheon with her husband, Chuck, and her son, Kevin, when he was
honored as a T&G scholarship recipient in 2014. She was so grateful and impressed with the organization and its mission
that she joined T&G the next year. Linda is the founder and CEO of International Promotions, an entertainment marketing
company established in 1989, which specializes in film and television product placement and studio promotional campaigns.
Through the years, Linda met many caring, talented and highly successful ladies who inspired her to join the T&G Board.
Currently, she is serving on the Governance Committee, and has also served as VP of Membership, Communications Chair,
and a member of the Nominating Committee. Linda highly recommends joining the Board to those who are interested. The
leadership is excellent and welcoming, and the diversity of positions would fit anyone’s talents.

Janyce Teasley

I am Janyce Teasley. I graduated from the USC ROSSIER SCHOOL OF EDUCATION WITH A BS/MS IN EDUCATION. I am
married to my husband of 35 years and I have two sons. My oldest graduated from Stanford University with a BS in Chemical
Engineering, MS Biomedical Engineering and MD in Medicine. My youngest graduated from Davidson College with a BS
Political Science and is attending graduate school at George Washington University Elliot School of International Relations.
I have been a member of Town and Gown for three years. I served on the Board of Directors on the nominating committee
and I am presently on the board as a Member at Large.
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Laurie Hunter Tiedemann

I became involved with Town and Gown when my daughter, Evan Tiedemann, enrolled in the USC Annenberg School of
Communication and Journalism, as a group of moms from her sorority, Pi Beta Phi, began attending the monthly Town &
Gown luncheons. Soon after, I found myself on the Board due to the urging of fellow Board member and Pi Phi mom, Kathie
Johnson.
I have since developed life-long friendships through Town and Gown and take great pride in the important role Town and
Gown plays in the fabric of the USC community. I am the CFO/Controller of CriticalPoint Partners, a private equity/M&A
consulting firm. I am a CPA and started my career with Deloitte. Prior to joining CriticalPoint, I managed the business affairs
and the family office for a world-renowned professional athlete for over 20 years.
I hold a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from the UCLA Anderson School (what was I thinking?) except I met my
husband, fellow student Bob Tiedemann, there! I also hold a Master’s Degree in Business Taxation from the University of
Southern California (Fight on!) and a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from the University of Arizona.

Debbie Wong

I am a Trojan, married to a Trojan and together we have three adult children who are Trojans. I was a stay- at- home mom
until my youngest enrolled at USC after which I began working part-time at USC in Student Affairs, planning high profile
programs and events. I have held many leadership positions at USC. I was co-president of the Kappa Alpha Theta Parents
Club and Intersorority Parents Club co-president with Town and Gown member Barbara Kelly. I was also the USC Parents
Council and Association co-president with my husband and was on the Alumni Association board of governors. Currently, my
USC volunteerism includes being a life-time member of Town and Gown and serving on the board, Kappa Alpha Theta corecruitment advisor and a Staff Retirement Association board member. I have been recognized with service awards from the
University for volunteerism, among them are the Alumni Association Widney award, the President's award for volunteerism
and outstanding service, the John R. Hubbard award for Greek leadership and volunteerism, the Asian Pacific Alumni
Association service award and a member of Skull and Dagger honor society. For relaxation, I enjoy playing tennis,
cooking/baking for my family, engaging with friends and sorority sisters AND watching the Hallmark channel!

ANNUAL BENEFIT – SAVE THE DATE!
“Inspiring Hearts and Minds” Annual Benefit honoring Ruberta Weaver on Tuesday, April 13, 2021.
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INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
As you may know, we have an incredible support team of independent contractors that provide best non -profit practices,
business acumen, and the continuity to ensure that Town and Gown of USC runs smoothly. Please take the time to meet them
now.

Ian Chestnut

My name is Ian Chestnut, Class of 2000 Alumni from USC’s Marshall School of Business,
and CEO/founder IVC Productions, a full-service web design, marketing, graphics and cyber
security company based in Houston, Texas.
Over the past 20-years, IVC Productions has designed/developed over 1,500 websites,
applications, and mobile applications for clients that include: USC, Rice University,
University of Utah, University of Missouri, California Institute of Technology, Arizona State
University, Baylor College of Medicine, JPL, and the U.S. Veterans Affairs Department. We
also manage the digital marketing services for some of Hollywood’s most influential
personalities, companies, and non-profit organizations.
When I am not working, I’m a husband to my equally busy and awesome wife, Dr. Frene’
LaCour-Chestnut, who completed her B.S degree in Medicine, her Medicine/Pediatric
Residency Program from Baylor College of Medicine, and is currently the L.I.C. Director at
the new University of Houston College of Medicine. We have two children, Bryson and
Kalise, and a black Labrador puppy named Hershey.

Roxy Kimmel Szigat

The philanthropic efforts and successes of Town and Gown of USC are profound and
impactful; it’s constituents, selfless and steadfast. It is for these reasons that it has
been an incredible privilege and an absolute pleasure to take part in creating the
monthly newsletter, Annual Benefit invitation, and Annual Benefit program for this
organization over the past two years, and why I place such high value on
collaborating with and getting to know board members and alumnae.

My passion for language and letters has permeated my life since I was a pre-teen,
when I took an elective calligraphy class (an unmitigated challenge for a lefty!). Fast
forward to just a few short years ago, I was teaching Business English to corporate
executives in Germany. More recently than that, I was the Editor for Northrop
Grumman’s Space Park Enology Club monthly newsletter. When not working on
newsletters or in my calligraphy studio teaching a workshop, engraving a wine bottle,
or addressing wedding invitations, I’m hiking, reading a book, wine tasting, or
exploring a variety of destinations, near and far, with my fun-loving husband.

Tina Kreditor
Being a third generation Trojan and a former Town and Gown Scholar, I was excited to
assist Town and Gown with your accounting and bookkeeping. After graduating from USC
with a degree in Accounting in 1988, I started my career with Price Waterhouse and earned
my CPA certificate in 1990. In 2001, I opened my own accounting business and service a
wide variety of clients from professional services to non-profits. My husband, Eoin (BA ‘87/
JD ’90), and I reside in Laguna Beach and we have two Trojan children, Brendan (’17) and
Caitlin (’21). During my free time, I enjoy scrapbooking and travel.
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Michael Marchak

As Town and Gown’s Scholarship Associate for eight years now, I am honored to be a part
of this organization and grateful to remain connected with the Trojan Family in this
meaningful way. USC brought me to Los Angeles – from Philadelphia by way of Rhode
Island – where I graduated with a degree in theatre and a minor in chemistry. Since
graduating, I have performed in theatres all around Southern California from San Diego
to Thousand Oaks. If you are more of a TV fan, you might even catch me in an episode of
Netflix’s season 5 of Grace and Frankie. Most recently in pre-pandemic life, I have found
a great passion in directing and/or choreographing several productions in Los Angeles:
Wild Party, The Legend of Georgia McBride, Legally Blonde, Charlie Brown, The
Importance of Being Earnest, She Loves Me, and Pacific Overtures (nominated for best
choreography, winner of best musical) to name a few. I look forward to many more years
with Town and Gown and its scholars as we strive to make scholastic achievement and the
University paramount.

Kari May

I began working for Town and Gown of USC in 2016 when Jane Bensussen was put into
touch with me via my sister, who is a Catering Sales Manager with USC Auxiliary Services.
It seemed like the stars aligned and the perfect opportunity fell into my lap to contract as the
virtual assistant and event coordinator for Town and Gown (shout out to Jane!). As the
Executive Associate, I am proud to serve as the current President's right hand and assist her
in the administrative aspect of the organization from receiving your reservations, keeping
records, and coordinating our monthly events to fielding general inquiries. I received my
Bachelor's degree in Business Marketing in 2012 from Cal State Northridge and have most
of my experience in hospitality and customer service, project management, and per diem
event coordination. I am so thankful for all of the wonderful women I have gotten to know
and learn from in the group, and I am grateful for Town and Gown's continued support in
my role that allows me to have such a fantastic work and life balance to spend time with my
husband of 10 years and our two children. The mission and values of Town and Gown and
all of the women I've come into contact with throughout the past 4 years has been truly
inspiring and I look forward to getting to know some of you more in the future!

IN MEMORIAL
Kimberly Gilmour Bowser- daughter of Debbie Gilmour- member
of Town and Gown of USC
Edward Dorr- husband of Ann Dorr- member of Town and Gown of
USC
Gayle Garner Roski- member of the Town and Gown of USC Court
of Recognition
Alan Kreditor- husband of Marcia Kreditor – member of Town and
Gown of USC AND Father in law of Tina KreditorIndependent Contractor for Town and Gown of USC
Nancy Thompson- member of Town and Gown of USC
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www.facebook.com/townandgownofusc/
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ZOOM SOCIAL EVENTS
November Program Notes:
Thank you for participating in our amazing November General Meeting and Zoom Speaker Series featuring
speakers, Dr. Carol L. Folt, President of the University of Southern California who presented a “USC Update”
and Tracy Schandler Walder, Former CIA Officer and FBI Special Agent who shared her “Life as a CIA
Operative and Female Empowerment.” Both speakers were extremely informative and engaging. A recording of
this program is available on the Town & Gown website, or click here. Congratulations to our raffle prize winner,
Kandi Wopschall who won a $500 American Express Gift Card and two beautiful Town & Gown coffee mugs by
Timree.

December 1, 2020 Holiday Zoom Event
Since we cannot meet in person for our Annual Holiday Luncheon this year, we are bringing the holiday cheer
and décor to you! Please join us for our December Holiday Zoom Event LIVE from GEARYS in Beverly Hills.
When: Tuesday, December 1, 2020
12:00pm - 12:45pm: Join in anytime for our Virtual Social Breakout Rooms* to see your Town &
Gown friends and meet new ones
12:45- 1:45pm Program at GEARYS
What: In keeping with the time honored Town & Gown tradition of decorating holiday tables each December, we
will have a look inside GEARYS, abundant with holiday décor, and receive tabletop tips on current ideas
for holiday decorating, including what’s trending and how to make what you already own look
unexpectedly new.
How: Please RSVP through the email invitation link, Town & Gown website Members Only portal, or click here.
*Zoom Social – To get the best connection, and if you are safely gathering with friends for the Zoom Social,
please share one computer or use one device per room.
We hope you, your friends, and guests will join us!
Thank you and we look forward to virtually seeing you on December 1st.
Patti Jamgotchian and Colleen Stroyke
Town & Gown Programs Co-Chairs
programsvp@townandgownofusc.org
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SCHOLAR Q & A
Valerie Narumi
Describe clubs or other on campus activities in which
you participate.
In my major field of study, Neuroscience, what I currently find
interesting is looking at the effect music has on the brain. This has
been an interest of mine from an early age and is what prompted
me to create the organization, Medicinal Music Makers at the
beginning of my freshman year at USC.
Medicinal Music Makers is a USC recognized student
organization (RSO) founded in August 2017 and works to provide
a better quality of life for patients, their families, and the staff at
Keck Hospital and Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. Our
motto is “transforming lives through music and technology” and
that is exactly what we all strive for in and out of the hospitals.
Prior to the quarantine, USC musicians would go to the hospital
to play instruments in the lobby areas so that the patients, their
families, and staff would be able to enjoy musical performances.
However, due to the pandemic, starting this semester, the musical
volunteering has been moved to a virtual platform. Now,
musicians (who are students, faculty, and alumni) from all across
USC are able to send in musical performances that would be
featured in our online concert series. We strive to use the power
of music to create a positive environment during this exceedingly
difficult time.
We hope you join us on our journey of spreading the joy of music to those in the hospital. Please watch our previous videos
on our YouTube channel: Medicinal Music Makers and learn more about our organization at our website:
medicinalmusicmakers.weebly.com.
We look forward to hearing from you medicinalmusicmakers@gmail.com.! Fight on!

DONOR’S CORNER
We Are Thankful. Donor’s Corner is grateful to have the opportunity to be featured in our Newsletter. It is an honor to focus
on our endowed donors, and give you, our members, a view into their accomplishments and motivation for giving. It is
inspiring. I am grateful to be a part-of-Town and Gown, which is an amazing organization.
So much has happened within EIGHT months. During the pandemic we have turned unfortunate situations into positive ones.
We have maintained communication via zoom advancing our relationship with all-of-you…Donors (endeared, and endowed),
Scholars, and Members.
Philanthropy is an honor…giving means more for the giver, right? Town and Gown is unique; both donor and scholar are
rewarded, and mutually fulfilled. We are thankful for the relationships created here. We should be proud of our
accomplishments. Our members are very engaged…just look at the raffle tickets we sold before our real/virtual monthly
gatherings! We try to enhance the lives of our Scholars, and we look for ways to continue the tradition of giving. I know we
make a difference.
Fight On! And Happy Thanksgiving to all!
Elle Feldman
VP, Fund Development
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DID YOU KNOW…
Besides scholarships for students, part of Town and Gown of USC’s Mission is to support the University. This year we are
thankful for USC Hospitality and are happy to contribute $15,592.83 for them to purchase new audio/visual equipment. They
will use this for present and future hybrid meetings.
Physical Facilities Co-Chairs
Marilou Hamill @ myhamill211@gmail.com or
D’Arcy McLeod @ darcydmcleod@gmail.com

HONORARY MEMBER
Town and Gown of USC is proud to welcome Katharine Harrington, Ph.D.
Professor of Clinical Management and Organization, Marshall School of Business
as an Honorary Member.
Most of us know Katharine as the Vice President for Admissions and Planning or as the Dean of Admission and Financial Aid,
and a great friend of Town & Gown. For 15 years, Katharine provided oversight for all of USC’s enrollment activities including
undergraduate and graduate admissions; financial aid; academic records and the registrar.
She stepped down from this position on June 30, 2020 and returned to the faculty at Marshall where she is a professor of
clinical management and organization. Katharine teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in business ethics, crisis
management and leadership.
During her tenure as the university's chief enrollment officer, the undergraduate population at USC has become one of the
most diverse and one of the most selective of any American private research university in the country. And – with the help of
Town & Gown – USC’s unrestricted financial aid for undergraduates has grown to be one of the largest in the country.
Prior to her work in enrollment, Katharine served as associate vice provost for academic programs; as associate dean of
undergraduate programs at the Marshall School of Business; and as associate director of the USC Center for Crisis
Management.
Prior to joining USC, Katharine was a senior vice president at GlenFed Bank where she led the real estate loan servicing
operations for $22 billion in mortgage assets and oversaw national deposit operations.
She earned her BS in business administration at the University of Redlands, her MBA from Pepperdine University, and her
PhD in religion and social ethics from USC.

•••
Do you have any news to share with Town and Gown? Please email Kari May, karidmay@gmail.com.

Town and Gown of the University of Southern California is a
nonprofit philanthropic organization whose purpose is to support USC through
scholarships for students, building and campus enhancements, and cultural programs.
• Please remember to share your pictures on Facebook and follow us on Instagram. •
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