
 

ELISABETH VON KLEINSMID 

Town and Gown President 

1922‐1947 
 

Her Philosophy of Life 

But once more I pass this way - and then no more, but 

once, and then the silent door swings on its hinges, 

Opens, closes, and then no more I pass this way. 

So, will I work with greatest might. 

I will essay sweet comfort and delight to 

all I meet upon the Pilgrim's Way. 

For no man travels twice the great Highway that 

climbs, through. darkness, up to Light - Through 

Night to Day. 
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The Town and Gown Benefit of 1987 honored John Ritter, and it also recognized the contributions of women who 

had served as President. Some of the comments which follow were taken from a part of the benefit program called 

"Reflections" in which highlights of each term were remembered. 

 

 

Mrs.  John Wesley  (May Ormerod)  Harris  (1947-1962) 

Mrs. May Ormerod Harris became President of Town and Gown almost 

against her will. Her good friend Elisabeth von KleinSmid, who had been 

President for 25 years, 1, all become ill, and she reluctantly agreed to assume 

the leadership. A quiet, gentle woman of great wealth, she held the office of 

President for 15 years. During that time, significant events took place. Large 

sums of money were contributed for buildings and their improvement. The 

scholarship program became a reality during her presidency. Personally, she 

continued to be highly supportive of the University and made 111y donations 

with little or no public notice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

M1∙s.  John  Davey  (Margaret)  Fowler  (1962-1964) 

"I was the first elected president. We wrote and adopted by-laws limiting 

the term of office to two years. I first presided over the 1962 fall breakfast 

meeting held in Dr. von KleinSmid's beautiful garden. I still treasure a 

picture of Dr. von KleinSmid and me, taken that day; I was wearing a 

corsage of white Cattleya orchids, all on one stem, which he had presented to 

me." Mrs. Fowler's term was truly the beginning of modern-day Town and 

Gown with a growing emphasis on scholarship. A benefit was held; the first 

scholarship was awarded from the individually endowed Mary Norcop 

Scholarship Fund. 
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Mrs. O. C. (Nancy) Welbourn (1964-1966) 

Mary Lewis remembers her as "A tiny, most gracious lady who had to have 

a special sort of help - a platform had to be built so she could reach the 

microphone to preside during meetings." A major action by Town and 

Gown during her term of office was the gift of the Carillon for the Von 

KleinSmid Center for International Studies and Public Affairs, to honor 

Dr. and Mrs. von KleinSmid. When the Carillon chimed each day, long 

standing members of Town and Gown considered it a special reminder of 

Mrs. Welbourn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Raymond H. (Lois) Finger (1966-68) 

Helen Dedeaux, Co-Chair of the Ways and Means Committee during Lois' 

term of office, remembers her as an energetic person who served with 

distinction and devotion. During her Presidency, a fashion show benefit was 

held in the home of Edith Head to raise funds for equipment and for the 

restoration of the Town and Gown Building. In October the Carillon was 

formally dedicated, and another example of Town and Gown's support for 

the University became an ongoing symbol. Scholarships also continued 

to be an important part of the program. 
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Mrs. Michael (Donna) McBan (1968-1970) 

A quintessential Trojan came to power when Do1rna McBan became Town 

and Gown President. She had been student body vice president during her 

senior year and bad continued to be an active alumna since graduation. 

She was president of Town and Gown Juniors, an active member of the 

Alumni Association, and a charter member of Trojan League of Los 

Angeles. She was also a second-generation member of Town and Gown. 

Her reflections: "Betty Hill tracked me down in Palm Springs - how I'll 

never I now - and asked me to run for President. We started 'Lords and 

Ladies Day', and we made banners honoring the men. We also started the 

decorating of Christmas tables by the members, a tradition that I am 

happy to see continued. It was two years of love, excitement and 

challenge!" 

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Raoul (Helen) Dedeaux (1970-1972) 

"During my term of office, the Board was enlarged to its present number. 

We revised the by-laws and set procedures. Our Board meetings were for 

the first time held in members' homes. A highlight of my Presidency was 

the funding of a performance of the USC Chamber Singers in Hawaii. Our 

spring Benefit, held at the Beverly Hills Hotel, amidst an array of lavender, 

rose, and pink blossoms, featured the appreciative Chamber Singers." Helen 

remembers that Town and Gown luncheons used to be $2.50 and full 

scholarship was $3,300 a year. She recalls vividly a benefit at the home of 

Edith Head when she and Mary Newville were chairs. "It rained like mad." 

The guests moved back under the overhang of the Spanish hacienda and 

tried to stay dry. They had a wonderf u l  party! During Helen's term, the 

number of scholarships provided by Town and Gown had increased to 8, 
and one of them was to a male chemistry major. 
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Mrs. J Howard (Jeannine) Payne  (1972-1974) 

"'Whether Mrs. Nixon came to lunch, or Traveler to dine' is a line from 

'Ode to Jeannine' written by Leona Robb. It helped me to recall two 

'firsts' during my Presidency. Jean McBatb and Virginia Mclarnan 

arranged for Pat Nixon to come to our benefit luncheon, and Traveler 

was the surprise of the evening at our post-game party held in 
Chinatown. I send special thanks and thoughts to the two people who 
sponsored and nurtured my Town and Gown life, Betty Hill and my 

husband, J. Howard Payne." The Benefit which honored Mrs. Nixon 

foreshadowed a Town and Gown tradition which has become a 

cornerstone of the Scholarship program and an event that is eagerly 

anticipated by everyone who is invited. 

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Rand C.  (Mary)  Lewis (1974-76) 

"The Court of Recognition was initiated and landscaped during my tenure 

of office. The Little Chapel received a much-needed refurbishing. It had 

been a longstanding tradition of the Chamber Singers to finish their 

annual Christmas presentation with Mrs. Harris' (President, 1947-62) 
favorite song, 'Who will Buy My Violets?'  Much to my surprise, they left 

the Foyer singing ’We Wish You a Merry Christmas' - surely the end of an 

era!" Mary was a gracious hostess, and annual Board functions were held at 

her lovely Pasadena home for many years. 
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Mrs. Jess T. (Betty) Hill (1976-77) 

Betty Hill was the wife of former USC football coach Jess Hill, and as 

such had been a part of the Trojan scene for many years. She bad been 

very active in Town and Gown, serving on several Boards before becoming 

president. Jeannine Payne remembers that the high point of Betty's time in 

office came with the dedication of the Court of Recognition and the 

Mall. The plaque at the entrance of the mall reads, "In gratitude to Betty 

Hill, President, whose idea inspired to honor those members of Town and 

Gown who have so generously contributed to the University Community." 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. James (Jean) McBath (1977‐1978) 

Jean completed the term of the Presidency of Betty Hill. Jo Ann Conley, who 

served as Recording Secretary under both Betty Hill and Jean McBath, 

remembers Jean as extremely well-organized and devoted to the ideals of 

Town and Gown. Although seriously ill during the last months of her 

Presidency, she carried on with poise, dignity, and dedication. A mother 

of young children, she struggled valiantly to be a part of their lives 

as well as making her time with Town and Gown part of the ongoing 
success story of that organization. 
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Mrs. Robert X. (Margaret) Morrell (1978-80) 

"Prior to my becoming President, I was appointed to chair the 'Court 

and Mall' project. I was now on a roll of improvement, so when my turn 

came, it seemed I should continue by refurbishing the interior of Town 

and Gown. We changed all the chandeliers and side lighting and added 

the gas logs in the fireplace because it was so difficult to get anyone to 

haul in the needed wood. It was during my tenure that my dear friend 

Julie Kohl offered to donate the windows on both sides of the south 

entrance to the Foyer. It took some time to materialize, but they certainly 

are a wonderful addition." Many Board positions were part of Margaret's 

life in Town and Gown. "I loved every bit of it and so much has happened 

since those days." 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Mrs. Carl M. (Carolyn) Franklin (1980-82) 

Carolyn Franklin was a vital part of the Town and Gown for many years. 

She and Mattie Kinsey were appointed Scl1olarship Chairman in 1970, 
and the era of Town and Gown Scholarships had begun in a big way. Each 

of the ladies was responsible for setting up her own fund, in combination 

with her husband, to set an example which others were to follow. In 

subsequent years, particularly during her Presidency, Carolyn and her 

husband Carl worked tirelessly to advance the cause of the Town and 

Gown Scholarship program, increasing its endowment from $175,000 to 

over 12 million. Her generous heart still holds sway over tl1e program and 

The students wl10 have benefited from its generosity. "Universities go on 

foreve1; and Carolyn's name will always be closely associated with USC. 

Her achievements will enrich the lives of ꞏfaculty and students in the 

decades, indeed the centuries, that lie ahead" - these were the words of 

Dean Scott Bice at Carolyn's Memorial Service. 
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Mrs. Raymond (Marjorie) Zickfeld (1982-1984) 

Going to see Pat and Gown benefit was a turning point for Marjorie. She 

joined Town and Gown and ten years later was serving the group as 

President. During her term, ice cream became an important part of the 

luncheon menu because she organized the fund drive to buy a freezer. 

Slie recalls a luncheon speech by John Robinson when he was coach of 

the Los Angeles Rams, which almost didn't happen. His secretary had put 

the wrong date in his calendar and frantic phone calls were needed to reach 

him. He hurriedly drove to USC and delivered a very funny speech, which 

she well remembers. One of her true passions was scholarships for qualified 

USC students, and during l1er service, that number almost doubled, a 

wonderful success to recall. 

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Jack (Jo Ann) Conley (1984-1986) 

Jo Ann recalls Los Angeles hosting the Olympics and the Olympic Village 

being located on the USC campus. Nineteen eighty-four became the year 

for USC to beautify the surroundings, and Town and Gown did its part. 

The Courtyard fountain was renovated and rededicated to Carl and 

Carolyn Franklin. The beautiful stained-glass windows donated by 

Barbara Davis and Julie Kohl were installed. Parking privileges underwent 

considerable change, an ominous indication of times ꞏto come. 

Scholarships had become even more important because of rising tuition, 

and Town and Gown members worked very hard to keep the program 

flourishing, but generally, it was a "kinder, gentler time than today," She 

recalls. "Town and Gown has a wonderful history and is a very special 

group of women. All the Board members have given so much to the 

University. It has been a privilege to know and l work together in 

establisl1ing Town and Gown and its scholarship program." 
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Mrs. William W. (Elizabeth) Tanner (1986-1988) 

"Reflections are happy events which have become wonderful memories 

with the passage of time! The dedication these! Honored women have put 

forth to make their dreams come true fruition has lifted to new heights the 

small beginnings of Town and Gown... We also have our dreams-dreams 

of our ever-increasing scl1olarship fund which will enable more young 

people to have the for a quality education at USC. These dreams of today 

and our hopes of tomorrow can become a reality through your continued 

support and help. May extend to you my grateful thanks for all you do for 

Town and Gown. You're the greatest!" (Elizabeth was President when 

"Reflections" was publisl1.ed in the benefit program.) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Marcel (Joanne) George (1988-1990) 

Joanne's long association with Town and Gown began when she met 

Carolyn Franklin who became her mentor along with Jo Ann Conley, Lee 

Vennard, Joan Grimaldi, Marjorie Zickfeld and Harriet Storm. During 

her term as President, in its move toward ꞏthe 21st century, Town and 

Gown became computerized. By-laws were reviewed, financial reports were 

updated, and endowment funds grew dramatically. The Foyer was 

refurbished, and many wonderful events took place there. Joanne's term as 

President capped an active career in Town and Gown. She had served as 

Benefit Co-Chair for the 1987 "Reflections" benefit, honoring John 

Ritter, a standing-room-only success. In her words: "What an invigorating 

and exciting two years!" 
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Mrs. John C. (Ruberta) Weaver (1990-1992) 

When Dr. John Weaver came to USC in 1977 as a Visiting Distinguished 

Professor of Geography, his wife Ruberta came with him. How fortunate 

for the Town and Gown! When the Weavers decided to remain in Los 

Angeles, Ruberta became active in Town and Gown and has served in 

almost eve1y capacity. House renovation and housekeeping became 

emblematic of the early days of Ruberta's Presidency. "The flimsy doors 

and windows on the south end of the Foyer were in bad condition and we 

replaced them with the massive equipment now in place." Railing was 

installed at the edge of the steps leading down into the dining room and a 

microphone was placed at the podium, the first step in upgrading the 

sound system. Handicapped access soon became available with a ramp at 

the south side of the building and a restroom appropriately equipped. She 

remembers vividly the appearance of Jane Goodall, who was new to the 

campus and spoke about her world-renowned research on gorillas. Gayle Wilson was the Benefit honoree and 

Governor Pete Wilson dropped by to say hello, as well. A special day! 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Mrs. Howard B. (Eloise) Siskel (1992-1994) 

"Being President of Town and Gown was indeed an honor for me. 

Members were always eager to serve the organization as well as the 

University. They were dedicated to the students and very loyal to the 

University. Our scholarship endowment was $13 million, which enabled 

us to assist 190 outstanding students in achieving their educational 

goals." A wonderful story of accomplishment with positive omens for the 

future! Benefit honorees were Sophia Loren and Shirley Jones, and both 

were very successful events. Changes in the dining room continued with 

new tables and chairs, encouraging greater attendance at the monthly 

luncheons. Sadly, the death of Carolyn Franklin was a great loss for the 

members and the organization. Everyone remembers her as a welcome 

mentor. Eloise, a Trojan by association, (her husband graduated from the 

School of Business and the Law School) and Howard have attended the 

football games for fifty-two years. A remarkable record! 
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Mrs. Burton L. (Patricia) Fletcher (1994-1996) 

Pat Fletcher may well be a part of a four generation Trojan family. Her 

father graduated from the School of Law; she received her undergraduate 

degree in 1949; her son Burton Jr. did the same in 1977; and she is hoping 

several grandsons will complete the picture. Her feeling for Town and 

Gown is certainly an extension of that allegiance. She says of her 

Presidency: "The t w o  years saw the maintenance and strengthening of 

Town and Gown's purpose: to provide scholarships for wortl1-y students 

and to maintain and improve the beatification of the USC Campus. In 

each year, Town and Gown gave over 190 scholarships. The benefits 

honored Dr. George Olah the first Nobel Prize recipient from USC and 

two Town and Gown members who are outstanding supporters of the 

University: Elaine Leventhal and Marilyn Zumberge. Town and Gown 

continues its tradition of being a kind organization which provides 
friendship for all of its members." 

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Conrad (Alli) Solum (1996-1998) 

The Solums are another loyal Trojan family. Alli has an undergraduate 

degree, as does her husband Conrad who is also a Law School graduate. 

Other members of the Solum family are Trojans, too, and several 

grandchildren are waiting their turns. During her Presidency, the work of 

Town and Gown continued. Increased endowment funds allowed the 

organization to provide scholarship assistance to 200 students’ a year, a 

growing program in which Alli Lakes deep pride. The Foyer and the 

Courtyard were maintained, furnished and beautiful. Benefit honorees were 

Diane Keaton and USC's own Marilyn Home. Alli continues to appreciate 

and value the hard work of all those members who were and continue to be 

such great supporters of Town and Gown. 
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Mrs. Thomas (Sally) Edwards (1998-2000) 

Sally met her husband when both were students at USC, 

and when a son later attended the University, a Trojan 

couple became a Trojan family! 

Marjorie Zickfeld introduced Sally to Town and Gown, 

and continued to be her mentor as did Carolyn Franklin 

who introduced Sally to all the possibilities which existed 

for dedicated volunteers. Moving through the 

ranks of chairmanship, Sally was well-prepared to take over 
the leadership when she became President. Motivated by a 
wish to expand Town and 
Gown activities in the years ahead, Sally introduced 

Future Planning as a position on the Board and worked 

successfully to increase the size of the membership. Benefit 

nominees were Elizabeth Dole and Julie Eisenhower, and 

both events were standing-room-only. For Sally, the spirit 

of Carolyn Franklin continues to inspire Town and. Gown 

as it observes its one hundredth birthday, and Sally again 

leads the way as Chairman of the Centennial Celebration. 

 

 

Mrs. John (Thelma) Orr (2000-2001) 

As a former Scl1olarship Chair herself, Thelma was delighted 

when, as President, she watched Town and Gown Scholarship 

Awards to deserving students total one million dollars a year! 

She presided over a true revamping of the ladies' restroom and 

the planning, with the University, of an extensive redecoration 

of the Foyer. Benefit honorees were USC's own Dr. Arthur 

Bartner and prominent news correspondent Lynn Sherr. 

Membership rolls continued to swell, and donor contributions 

increased as well. She is particularly grateful to all her Board 

members who helped make these achievements a reality. 

Possible plans for the celebration of Town and Gown's 100th 

anniversa1y began to be discussed, and Thelma looks forward 

to being a part of the events scheduled for that momentous 

year. 
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Carol Fox (2002-2004) 
 
As I said in 2004 and I believe it still rings true today, “The 
opportunity to help our students further their education is a worthy 
one for all concerned.” It was a privilege serving as the president of 
such a great organization with such an important mission. 
 
I am honored to have been President of Town and Gown of USC 
especially during our 100th year Anniversary. It was an exciting time 
for our organization as we all came together to celebrate 100 years of 
providing help for USC students. Just as the women leaders and 
members who preceded us would be proud, I am proud too of how 
our 501(c)3 continues to grow. 
 

Our endowment was $25 million dollars in 2004 and it has grown to over $65 million dollars 
today. One of the greatest accomplishments during my term was the Board’s approval of 
$100,000 dollars in addition to the $1 million dollars we gave in scholarships in honor of the 
100th Anniversary of Town and Gown of USC. 
 
I presided over the Centennial Celebration and Sally Edwards, together with her Centennial 
Committee, planned many special events. 

 
As I said in 2004 and I believe it still rings true today, “The opportunity to help our students 
further their education is a worthy one for all concerned.” It was a privilege serving as the 
president of such a great organization with such an important mission. 
 

 
 

Carol Greenhalgh 2004-2006 
 
I feel honored to have been a President of Town and Gown of USC with 
this congregation of outstanding and talented women who volunteer and 
support our mission. The term of my office was of historical 
significance ushering in a transformative time for Town and Gown of 
USC. 
 
In April of 2005, USC’s Senior Counsel and USC’s Treasurer proposed 
that Town and Gown return the management of Town and Gown’s 
Endowments to USC.  Thus began a two-year period of negotiations 
with USC.  With our board’s approval, a committee of past presidents 
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and I worked as a team with our legal counsel, Peter Weil of Glaser Weil, to create and negotiate 
a successful agreement with USC which was signed on October 23, 2007.   It continues to serve 
as an effective, workable document and a cornerstone in governing our relationship between 
Town and Gown of USC and the University of Southern California.  
 
Also, during my term we began increasing funding of scholarship awards to $10,000 each to 
deserving students. In 2005 we were pleased to honor Dr. and Mrs. Sample and in 2006 Mr. Pete 
Carroll as our Benefit honorees. Following the Centennial Celebration in June/July my 
involvement in curating the Centennial Time Capsule alongside my colleagues Sally Edwards 
and Carol Fox exemplified our dedication to preserving our Town and Gown’s rich heritage and 
milestones.   
 
The main focus of my term, negotiating the Agreement, was unexpected, but in the end we 
achieved a win-win for Town and Gown of USC. 
 
 

 
 

Linda Givvin, President 2006-2008 
 
 

It was an honor and privilege to serve as President of Town and 
Gown of USC.  
Many thanks to the women who served on the board of directors and 
committees during my term.  Together, we set goals and achieved 
many projects from small to large. 
 
A notable accomplishment was the October 2007 signing of the 
Agreement, a legal document between Town and Gown of USC and 
the University to rejoin the USC investment pool.  The opportunity 
offered increased financial growth for our scholarship fund and 
program. 

 
Other significant highlights included the Wallis Annenberg Foundation gift of $1 million dollars 
to the Town and Gown of USC scholarship fund.  Ms. Annenberg was the 2008 Town and Gown 
of USC Lifetime Achievement recipient at our annual benefit event. In July 2006, our 
organization gifted and installed the third Judson stained glass window in the Town and Gown 
dining room, in commemoration of USC’s 125th anniversary. In 2007, in support of our mission 
for campus enhancements, Town and Gown of USC pledged a gift of $200,000 to name the 
Town and Gown of USC reception area of the Epstein Family Center in the Ronald Tutor 
Campus Center. 
 



PAST  PRESIDENTS 

 

 

 
 
 
Ongoing changes were implemented to reflect the professionalism of the Town and Gown of 
USC non-profit 501(c)3 status:  a revision of the bylaws with a restructured organizational chart; 
a reformatted membership roster which was renamed the Handbook; and we implemented a new 
Town and Gown of USC logo in compliance with university regulations.  We also initiated credit 
card transactions and electronic communication mailings for 2008; added and launched a pilot 
Competitive Scholarship program of three $10,000 scholarships for four years; changed 
December holiday luncheon tables from rectangular to round; increased membership dues from 
$50 to $75; and relocated the board of directors meetings from homes to on campus. 
 

 
 

Yvonne Bogdonavich (2008-2010) 
 
My term of Town & Gown of USC president was from 2008-2010. I 
was the first president after the signing of the University Agreement.  
It was the effort of our Board of Directors to implement the 
Agreement and move forward with allocation of endowment funds.   
 
Dr. Steven Sample retired in 2010 at the end of my term.  Town and 
Gown of USC had the opportunity to recognize both Dr. Sample and 
First Lady Kathryn Sample at our April benefit.   
 
Benefit Honorees from 2008-2010 

 2009 Dr. Phil and Robin McGraw 
 2010 Bill and Nadine Tilley 

 
The ACC Holiday Boutique began during my term where we 
coordinated the opportunity for ACC members to sell their scholarship fundraising products. 
 
 

 
 
JUDITH ("JUDY") POHLMANN (2010 – 2012) 
 
There is an image that comes to mind in describing the 2010 - 2012 period in the history of 
Town and Gown of USC. A train is traveling down the tracks at a comfortable speed when 
suddenly, up ahead, the tracks divide. A decision must be made as to which direction the train 
will go. One track will have the train continuing at the same speed with the same purpose. The  
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other track will have the train venturing into new areas, new methods but with the long-
established traditions remaining in place.  
 
To remain viable in the eyes of the university, the latter track had to be chosen. For my term as 
president, and the ones just before and just after, Town and Gown had to move forward, adjust 
and change. The "Before" picture was of a group of women who socialized with business as a 
sidebar. The "After" picture had to be a non-profit corporation committed to fund raising for 
scholarships and other valuable projects for the university.  
 
To help in facilitating the shift, Town and Gown participated in a non-profit training program 
where we excelled. Earning a sizable grant, we used that money to hire an independent firm that 
analyzed Town and Gown from every angle. New ideas about board structure and purpose; new 
fund-raising methods; suggestions of how to increase general membership participation, all were 
brought to fruition.  
 
For a while, members were divided between the old and the new. Being sensitive to that but 
knowing we had to travel on the new track, the train was slowly guided down the new track. The 
astonishing success in the ensuing years proves the new track was the right choice. 
 

 

Carol Mollett (2012-2014) 
 
 
My fondest memory as the 33rd President of Town and Gown of USC 
occurred on October 7, 2013, amidst the Town and Gown and USC 
community under the grand chandeliers of the Town and Gown dining 
room. We were privileged to witness the remarkable “Women of 
Distinction” event, where our esteemed Town and Gown of USC 
Members Verna B. Dauterive, Dana Dornsife, Michele Dedeaux 
Engemann, Elaine Otter Leventhal, Harlyne J. Norris, Gayle Garner 
Roski, Nadine Tilley, and Wallis Annenberg shared their inspiring 
stories about why they donated millions of dollars to the USC campus. 
This was a celebration of a historic moment, as USC President C.L. 
Max Nikias and I signed a monumental million-dollar gift agreement. 
This gift ensures that the building shall be known in perpetuity as the “Town and Gown 
Building,” Past First Lady Kathryn Sample and First Lady Niki C. Nikias joined in this truly 
historic day for our beloved Town and Gown of USC. 
 
On Sunday, November 3, 2013, Town and Gown of USC sponsored a beautiful event.  Grammy-
nominated singer and actor Rod Gilfry took the stage for a captivating vocal concert. Gilfry 
mesmerized the audience. The master of ceremonies for the afternoon, USC Provost Michael  
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Quick, added a touch of elegance and eloquence to the event. Gilfry's performance, coupled with 
Provost Quick's expert hosting, created an unforgettable afternoon. 
 
On April 1, 2014, the Town and Gown of USC hosted a truly inspiring rare general evening 
meeting. Pat Hayden, the Athletic Director at USC, and head football coach Clay Helton 
gathered to honor the absolute best women coaches of USC, Cynthia Cooper-Dyke, Anna 
Collier, Misty May Treanor, Carl Smith Gilbert, Lindsey Munday and Andrea Gaston. These 
incredible coaches spoke on the competitiveness of Women’s Division 1 Athletics. Pat Hayden 
commended their relentless commitment to excellence, inspiring a new generation of athletes to 
strive for greatness. Clay Helton echoed Hayden's sentiments, highlighting the impact these 
women have had on not just the teams they coach but also on the entire Trojan community. 
 
 

 
 

Jane Bensussen (2014-2016) 
 

It was an unforgettable honor to serve as President of Town and 
Gown of USC and celebrate the 110th Anniversary with our Culture 
of Philanthropy. I also chaired the Million-Dollar Legacy 
Campaign with members donating in order to name our building and 
renovate the gardens, fountain courtyard and walkways. Our 
luxurious Town and Gown Legacy scarf was designed by Gayle 
Garner Roski, a treasured friend and supporter while also being a 
Woman of Distinction. 
 
The 2016 benefit honoring Michele and Roger Engemann was 
uplifting with their generous scholarship gift. We strengthened our 

relationship with the university and President Max Nikias along with First Lady Nikki, a proud 
honorary Town and Gown member. 
 
Members were my constant focus and over 200 new members joining during my term. We 
moved into the electronic age by offering on-line reservations for the first time and publishing 
monthly newsletters after several years absence. New permanent gold nametags built greater 
camaraderie and pride. Our new Bylaws ushered in a more professional status for our 501 (c) 3 
organization. Our mission is strong and I look forward to our continued success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PAST  PRESIDENTS 

 

 

 
 
 

Patricia D. Whitman (2016-2018) 
 
During Patricia's two-year term she lead the Board of Directors to 
help implement several policy changes.   She encouraged Board 
members and the nominating committees to become more aware 
of the diversity of the Town and Gown membership, and that the 
Board should reflect the depth of diversity of the membership.  
 
Policy and Procedure were created under Pat’s guidance.  She 
honored the legacy and traditions but created policies and 
procedures that document, memorialize and legitimize the 
activities of the Board of Directors. 
 
Pat was proud of the two “lovely” benefits held during her 2016-
2018 term. One honoring Mark Hamill and the other honoring 
Rodney Peete and Holly Robinson Peete. 
 
Pat streamlined meetings by creating a timed agenda so that oral reports were brief and to the 
point. She worked closely with the governance committee to assure Town and Gown of USC 
would be guided by strong legal and financial guidelines. 
 
Not only did she advocate for scholars, she took a special interest in advocating for the Graduate 
Student scholar. 
 

 

Paula Ciaramitaro (2018-2020) 
 
Paula’s term started off with her new tag line: “Town and Gown, 
Grounded in Tradition, Changing the World one Scholar at a time.” 
 
Under Paula’s term two new scholarships were created: 
 Town and Gown 115th Anniversary Scholarship 
 Marc Brown Town and Gown of USC Scholarship 
 
An additional Scholarship was established: 
 Carol Thueson Town and Gown of USC Scholarship  
 
Paula initiated the Giving Tree where $69,683.50 was raised over the 

winter holiday season. This fundraising event was the start of a successful campaign to help raise 
money for scholarships. 
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While diligently negotiating with the university, Paula was able to reduce the tram transportation 
by 50% and further cut the Audio-Visual costs to zero for all functions held by Town and Gown 
of USC. 
 
The Town and Gown of USC website was upgraded with the addition of the Board Portal and 
upgrading the Membership Portal. 
 
 
Town and Gown of USC was spotlighted on the front page of USC News Magazine.  The article 
brought awareness of our organization to the Trojan Family. Several of our scholars were 
showcased which emphasized our mission of philanthropy and the importance of our 501 (c) 3. 
 

 

Hilary Crahan (2020 - 2022) 
 

The Board of Directors and the Past Presidents worked as the "dream 
team" to successfully navigate the worldwide pandemic (and USC shut 
down).  Every Vice President, Director, Chair and Past President 
pivoted to carry on the business of our 501(c)3 in a virtual (year one) 
and hybrid (year two) medium.  Board meetings and the business of the 
501(c)3 continued without missing a beat thanks to video 
teleconferencing.   
 
We interviewed our students and successfully awarded millions of dollars 
of scholarships each year.  We proceeded to recruit new members into 
Town and Gown of USC with creative Zooms.  We designed and achieved 
imaginative and clever on line content (website, monthly general meetings, 
special events, Instagram, Face book, and newsletters ) to continually interface with our 800 
members.  Our two Benefits were filled with hope and honored the spirit of volunteerism (we honored 
some of our own Town and Gown of USC leaders).  In a world of worry and uncertainty, our Board 
of Directors and Past Presidents provided positivity, “something to look forward to", and inventive joy 
for each and every one of our members as well as our donors and scholars.   Town and Gown of USC 
flourished from 2020-2022 thanks to the leadership of our entire team.  It was an honor to serve as the 
CEO and President.    
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Beth Petak-Aaron (2022-2024) 
 
Our shared vision, mission and values guided our direction as we 
continued our path as an independent philanthropic organization.  
This mission guided our organization’s support for the University of 
Southern California through student scholarship, campus 
enhancements and cultural programs.  This organizational 
commitment continued as we finished celebrating our 120th year. 
 
Working alongside with both Peter Weil and Tina Kreditor we took 
the first year to transition two of our Independent Contractors 

towards Part-time Employee positions.  By FY end we were able to implement the transition to 
employee with both the Scholarship Associate and the Executive Associate.  It was a seamless 
transition making both part time employees very happy.  Further with the new employee status, 
we were able to create an Education Stipend for our employees.   
 
Working closely with the Governance Committee we were able to accomplish the following: 
 Conflict of Interest Policy Statement 
 Conflict of Interest Notification Form 
 Communication policy regarding emails sent to members and to the Board of Directors 
 Notice of Non-Discrimination Clause 
 Enhanced Mission Statement 
 Created an Investment Policy 
 
We are thankful to our donors and all of those who made contributions to our endowment and 
our Town and Gown of USC Technology Grant.  We raised more than $80,000 dollars alone 
in both 120 Club donations and Patron donations.  The opportunity to create this grant allowed 
Town and Gown of USC to provide technology to new incoming USC students in need well into 
the future.   
 
Aside from the Dexter Holland Scholarship, there were additional scholarships created in FY 
2022-2023 which totaled 4 new scholarships: 

 Gloria De Olarte, Natalia and Sebastian Olarte Town and Gown of USC 
Scholarship 

 Sharon Schmidt Town and Gown of USC Scholarship 
 Rapan Family Town and Gown of USC Scholarship 

 
Our investment agreement with USC has governed the relationship of Town and Gown of USC 
and the University of Southern California with respect to our endowment investments.  We   
continued to meet all obligations of all the articles within the agreement.   
 
Our membership remained robust.  With over 800 active members, we continued to fill our 
ballroom while we listened to speakers who enrich us with knowledge.  We were so fortunate to  
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have Father Greg Boyle in January who encouraged us to go beyond our boundaries to make a 
continual impact in the world.  Fr. Boyle later that year received the Presidential Medal of  
 
Freedom on May 3, 2024.  We also had a book club meeting, speaker on technology and AI, and 
let’s not forget our baseball coach Andy Stankiewicz.  Our gatherings were a positive way to 
come together in support of a single mission.   
 
Our 120th Birthday Celebration had close to 400 members in attendance. We celebrated our 
past while acknowledging our accomplishments.  We honored our scholars past and present and 
presented a video that shows the impact we have made on others.  Adam Chester finished off the 
celebration with music and laughter as we move forward with the next 120 years.   


