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Dear Town and Gown of USC Family and Friends,

Our Annual Benefit and Luncheon will be held at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on Tuesday, 
April 7, 2026. This year’s theme, “Shooting for the Stars, Honoring a Trojan Legend,” was 
chosen to celebrate our honoree, USC Women’s Basketball Star and Legend, Cheryl Miller.  
Our Benefit will endow The Cheryl Miller Town and Gown of USC Endowed Scholarship, as 
well as raise funds for our Technology Grant and beautification projects on campus.

We warmly welcome your support AND attendance. This Benefit is the major fundraiser for our 501(c)(3) 
organization. Our program will include a Robert Ellis Fashion Show, Opportunity Drawing prizes, vendors, 
and more. We will hear from Cheryl about her college and work accomplishments, and we will enjoy video 
highlights. Among Cheryl’s many accomplishments:

Back-to-Back NCAA USC National Women’s Basketball Championship Teams in 1983 and 1984 
Olympic Gold Medalist with USA’s 1984 Women’s Basketball Team  
Basketball Analyst and commentator for ABC, ESPN, TBS, and TNT
Head Coach for the USC Women’s Basketball Team
WNBA Head Coach and GM for the Phoenix Mercury for three dynamic seasons
Led the Mercury to the WNBA Finals in 1988
And now, 2026 Town and Gown of USC Annual Benefit Honoree

Town and Gown of USC is thrilled to honor Cheryl at this year’s Benefit.

Use https://townandgownofusc.org/benefit to visit the Town and Gown of USC website to find ways to donate.

We welcome your donations now. Event tickets go on sale on February 19th. Our Benefit will be in-person 
only. We look forward to a day celebrating USC Women’s Basketball and our fabulous organization.

Sincerely,

Helaine	 Patti	 Lisa	
Helaine Lopes (310) 994-6511	 Patti Johnson (310) 710-7079   	 Lisa Up de Graff (310) 291-6441
2026 Benefit Co-Chairs
benefitchairs@townandgownofusc.org

Town and Gown of the University of Southern California is a
nonprofit philanthropic organization whose purpose is to support USC through

scholarships for students, building and campus enhancements, and cultural programs.

townandgownofusc.org www.facebook.com/townandgownofusc @townandgownofusc

https://townandgownofusc.org/benefit
mailto:benefitchairs%40townandgownofusc.org?subject=Benefit%20Inquiry
https://townandgownofusc.org
http://www.facebook.com/townandgownofusc
https://www.instagram.com/townandgownofusc/
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Dear Town and Gown of USC Friends and Family,

We invite you to become a Benefit Patron! To be listed in the Benefit invitation, 
in the printed program book, on a digital screen at the Benefit, and on the Town 
and Gown of USC website, please remit your donation by February 3. 

Donors of all levels will be listed by name on the above media.

Warmly,
Carol
Carol Fox
Benefit Patrons Chair 2026
Town and Gown of USC Past President, 2002-2004
carol.fox@cox.net  (310) 833-6854

Patron Donation Levels:
	 $100 - Small Forward	 $2,500 - Shooting Guard
	 $250 - Power Forward	 $5,000 - SLAM DUNK!
	 $500 - Center	 $10,000 - BUZZER BEATER!
	 $1,000 - Point Guard

Please list my name as: ______________________________________________________

Program Ad(s): _____________________________________  Amount: $_ ____________

Sponsorship Item(s): ________________________________ Amount: $_______________

Opportunity Drawing gift-in-kind:____________________ Item: ___________________

Other: _____________________________________________ Amount: $_______________

	 Total Donation Amount: $______________

HOW TO DONATE: please visit our website at https://townandgownofusc.org/benefit

Checks are payable to “Town and Gown of USC” in care of:
Kari May
31566 Railroad Cyn. Rd., Suite 2
PMB 179
Canyon Lake, CA 92587
administrator@townandgownofusc.org    (213) 626-9070

All gifts are tax-deductible to the extent of the IRS rules 	 Federal ID 95-376-0989

Past Presidents
Beth Petak-Aaron 2022-2024

Hilary Crahan 2020-2022

Paula Ciaramitaro 2018-2020

Jane Bensussen 2014-2016

Carol Mollett 2012-2014

Judy Pohlmann 2010-2012

Yvonne Bogdanovich 2008-2010

Linda Givvin 2006-2008

Carol L. Greenhalgh 2004-2006

Carol C. Fox 2002-2004

Sally A. Edwards 1998-2000

Elizabeth Tanner 1986-1988

CEO/President
Colleen Stroyke 2024-2026

PATRON DONATIONS

https://townandgownofusc.org/benefit 
mailto:administrator%40townandgownofusc.org?subject=Benefit%20Patron%20Donation
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Dear Town and Gown of USC Friends and Family,

Please consider joining us with a purchase of an ad to celebrate our Benefit Honoree and USC Women’s Basketball 
Legend, Cheryl Miller. For the Benefit, we will create a printed program book, and we will design a hard-bound 
commemorative coffee table book to give to Cheryl. Advertisers will also be listed on the Town and Gown of 
USC website.

We are offering the following ad options:

Half page	 $250
4.75” wide by 3.75” high

Full page	 $500
4.75” wide by 7.50” high

Double page #1	 $1,000
Two continuous Full pages without center margin
Center portion of the image may not be visible due to binding
10” wide by 7.50” high

Double page #2	 $1,000
Two facing Full pages with center margin
2 images 4.75” wide by 7.50” high

Please note the above dimensions, and let us know if your team is designing the ad. You also have the option of 
selecting one of our templates, and we will create an ad for you. Either way, you will have final approval of your 
ad. Submissions must be received by March 13, 2026.

You may submit your ad in any of the following formats: JPG, TIFF, PNG, or High-Res PDF. Image resolution must 
be a minimum of 300 PPI. Please use this link for payment and upload: https://townandgownofusc.org/benefit

Fight On! 
Caren	 Susan
Caren Edler	 Susan Polizzotto
Benefit Program Ads Co-Chair 2026	 Benefit Program Ads Co-Chair 2026
(949) 683-8371	 (619) 990-1346
benefitprogramads@townandgownofusc.org

BENEFIT PROGRAM ADS

https://townandgownofusc.org/benefit
mailto:benefitprogramads%40townandgownofusc.org?subject=Benefit%20Program%20Ads%20Inquiry
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Gift for Cheryl Miller (3 available)	 $100

Table sponsor for Cheryl Miller, table of 10 (10 available)	 $200

Special Guests Table (10 available)	 $200

Parking for Special Guests (30 available) 	 $30

Commemorative Hard Bound Program Book for Cheryl Miller (10 available)	 $225

Robert Ellis Fashion Show (30 available)	 $1,000                               

Student workers stipend (10 available)	 $150

Ubers for Student workers (10 available)	 $75

Food gift cards for Student workers (10 available)	 $20

“The Spirit of Troy” 20-pc Band	 $2,500

Starbucks gift cards for the Band members (20 available)	 $20

Photography	 $500

Stamps for Invitation mailing (10 available)	 $125

Table Favors (50 available)	 $50

Table Decorations (50 available)	 $50                                           

Please look over the Sponsorship/Underwriting opportunities below for the Benefit, on April 7, 2026. This 
is a wonderful way to honor Cheryl Miller and show your loyal support of Town and Gown of USC! All 
underwriting donors will be listed by name in the Benefit invitation, the printed program, and on the website, 
if received by February 3, 2026.

Once you choose an item(s) to underwrite, please refer to the PATRON DONATIONS page, under HOW TO 
DONATE. 

Warmly,
Helaine
Helaine Lopes
Benefit Co-Chair 2026
hlopes3737@gmail.com and (310) 994-6511

SPONSORSHIP AND UNDERWRITING OPPORTUNITIES

Sponsorship/Underwriting Opportunities

mailto:hlopes3737%40gmail.com?subject=Benefit%20Sponsorship%20%26%20Underwriting%20Opportunities
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Town and Gown of USC is seeking assistance in obtaining exceptional prizes for the Opportunity Drawing at the 
Benefit. We hope to offer very special items for this part of our fund-raising efforts.

Please help us by using your connections to obtain donations from businesses, retailers, hotels, restaurants, or 
special venues and activities that you frequent. 

Cultural Opportunity: Tickets to a pop music concert, Opera, Ballet, Symphony, Theater tickets, Hollywood Bowl, 
Magic Castle.

Sports Opportunity: Tickets to football, soccer, volleyball, hockey. Meet the coach, field passes, private box 
experience. Golf foursome. Ski lift tickets. Golf, tennis, or skiing lessons with a professional.

Travel Opportunity: Hotel or private home stay at a tropical, exotic destination. Sports, wellness or meditation 
weekend. Mountain experience. Stay at Disneyland.

Adventure and Adrenaline Opportunity: Access to paragliding, scuba diving, flight simulator, survival course, go-
kart racing, white water rafting, hot air ballooning, glider, blimp, helicopter, or small aircraft ride. Whale watching. 
Fishing trip. Duffy boat. Holiday Boat parade. Escape room experience.

Electronics Opportunity: iPhone, Tablet, iPad, Flatscreen TV, Gaming console, Smart watch, E-reader, Kindle.

Culinary Opportunity: Dinner with a celebrity (singer, YouTuber, actor, writer, sports star, entrepreneur), Culinary 
workshop course - cooking and cocktails, Lunch in a Michelin-star restaurant, Host a dinner party for 8.

Fashion Opportunity: Shopping spree at a designer clothing shop or Mall, designer handbags, wallets, scarves, 
jewelry, cosmetics, and makeover. 

USC Opportunity: USC Bookstore shopping spree, sports tickets, private VIP box experience, field pass, locker room 
tour, USC Trojan Marching Band at your next special occasion, visit with Traveler.

Gifts Cards Galore:  All members are encouraged to donate gift cards in $25, $50, or $100 amounts.

Donations are tax-deductible. Any business needing verification of our 501(c)(3) status may visit our website at 
townandgownofusc.org.

Thank you for the exceptional donations to our 2026 Town and Gown of USC Benefit.

Carol Kroesche, Carol Styx, Carol Mollett, and Bonnie Lauesen Hodge
Benefit Opportunity Drawing Co-Chairs 2026
Email: kroesche@comcast.net  (801) 209-8641

OPPORTUNITY DRAWING

http://townandgownofusc.org
mailto:kroesche%40comcast.net?subject=Benefit%20Opportunity%20Drawing
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Benefit Committee List as of November 11, 2025

Board of Directors

Annemarie Acosta
Stephanie Angelos
Valerie Benzimra
Lisa Bogaard
Cynthia Bouza
Kathleen Campos
Rosalina Cardenas
Barbara Coad
Davon (Dee Dee) Cope-
land
Gloria De Olarte
Caren Edler
Charlotte Etmekjian
Edie Etmekjian
Joyce Fadil
Kate Farlow
Carol Fox
Carmel Gardner

Olivia Shen
Victoria Shepp
Diane Siegfried
Caroline Stewart
Colleen Stroyke
Carol Styx
Bonnie Suffridge
Lisa Up de Graff
Evelyn Vizzi
Bonnie Vogel
Alexis Washa
Valerie Gumbiner Weiss
Bonnie Wong
Debbie Wong
Kandi Wopschall
Carol Wright

Elected 
CEO/President  	 Colleen Malone Stroyke
President-Elect	 Bonnie Suffridge
Treasurer	 Bonnie Vogel 
Secretary  	 Caren Edler 
First Vice President, Investments	 Carol Kroesche
Second Vice Presidents, Scholarship 	 Elaine Rosen
	 Bianca Patterson
Third Vice Presidents, Fund Development	 Carol Styx
	 Holly Schwartz
Fourth Vice Presidents, Membership 	 Angela Bennett
	 Kelly Kelley
Fifth Vice Presidents, Programs 	 Ann Palmer
	 Angel Grigorian
Governance Chair 	 Patti Jamgotchian 
Nominating Committee (Appointed Chair)	Carol Wright
Nominating Committee	 Ayuko Siegel 

Appointed 
Benefit Co-Chairs	 Patti Johnson
	 Helaine Lopes
	 Lisa Up de Graff

Appointed (continued)
Decorations Committee	 Rhona Gewelber
Finance Committee	 Heidi Stern
Finance Committee	 Kristen von KleinSmid
Governance Committee	 Lori Jackson
Governance Committee	 Marilyn Kezirian
Governance Committee	 Bonnie Suffridge
Hospitality Co-Chairs	 Heather Francine
	 Kara Salmonsen
Internal Management Review Chair	 Annemarie Acosta
Internal Management Review Committee	 Sarah Lawton
Internal Management Review Committee	 Lori Middleton
Member at Large (ACC Rep/Outreach)	 Kandi Wopschall
Member at Large  (Special Projects)	 Virginia Naeve
Nominating Committee 	 Edie Etmekjian
Nominating Committee	 Beth Petak-Aaron
Nominating Committee	 Jill Stuart
Parliamentarian	 D’Arcy McLeod
Physical Facilities/Historian Co-Chairs	 Karen Mohajer
	 Susie Rhodes
Scholarship Advisor	 Linda Dankwa
Social Media Chair	 Nina Hoffman

Angel Grigorian
Lisa Halm
Susan Heldman
Bonnie Lauesen Hodge
Devon Hogue
Michele Hunter
Patti Jamgotchian
Kathryn Johnson
Patti Johnson
Sandy Johnston
Marilyn Kezirian
Carol Kroesche
Sarah Lawton
Helaine Lopes
Bev Marksbury
D’Arcy McLeod
Candace McMullin
Lynn Mehl

Lori Middleton
Jodi Rascoe Miller
Carol Mollett
Kimberly Montenegro
Rachel Morford
Linda Nazaretian
Michelle Nicholls
Kathi Nicolard
Elizabeth O’Connell
Christine Marie Ofiesh
Chloe Oro
Ann Palmer
Toule Petrides
Susan Polizzotto
Ann Proctor
Rose Ramirez
Susie Rhodes
Carol Sever


